LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Youth work in church is something I am incredibly passionate
about. It’s where my Christian journey started; five years old,
in my second-hand Girls’ Bridge polo shirt, with absolutely no
idea where my insistence on going, purely based on the fact
that my friends went, would take me.
We all probably have fond memories of Sunday school, Girls’
Brigade, Youth Clubs… the forms that youth outreach takes
has changed over the years, but it’ll never be any less
important.
I’m taking the opportunity, as I bring you a new-look LINK
magazine, to take myself (and probably many of you) back to
my roots and have created this, a Holiday Club special edition
which celebrates all of the amazing children’s and youth work
that we have going on in the Circuit. And a lot of this issue’s
content comes straight from the people who may well one
day be our future ministers, Circuit Stewards, teachers and
everything else in between.

Enjoy!
Sian

PASTORAL LETTER
By Rev. Sarah Parkin
We have variously enjoyed, or endured, a long, hot summer
this year and this edition of The Link gives a flavour of some
of the fantastic things that have been happening at the
Holiday Clubs which have taken place over the circuit in
recent weeks. I hope you enjoy reading all about them.
The cloudless, blue skies have also meant we’ve not had our
usual share of rainfall and parched, brown, lawns are just one
consequence of this. The banks of the stream opposite the
manse have however remained green and lush throughout
the summer - a very visible reminder to me of creation’s need
of water for life and for flourishing. In turn, this led me to
ponder our need of spiritual water, and those words of Jesus:
“Anyone who drinks the water I give will never thirst—not
ever. The water I give will be an artesian spring within,
gushing fountains of endless life” (John 4:14, The Message),
but although we believe this, and know it to be true,
sometimes our spiritual lives can feel a little dry, or even arid.
I think this is where those spiritual rhythms we’ve been
thinking about over the last year really come to the fore –
they help us to be grounded and rooted close to the source of
that life-giving water. When we are in the habit of spending
time in prayer, giving thanks, reading and reflecting on God’s
word and work, holding silence to deepen our awareness of
God and taking action to live out our faith we find that we
increasingly become those who “… shall be like a tree planted
by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear

when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year
of drought it is not anxious, and it does not cease to bear
fruit.” (Jeremiah 17:8, NRSV)
As we journey into a new Church year, through harvest and
on into Advent and beyond may you know God’s richest
blessings and may you continue to be fruitful for him.
Sarah

Hillsong’s Mighty to Save –
because it’s brought me back to
Earth when I’ve felt a bit lost on
more than one occasion!

Amazing Grace, it’s a classic!
-Rachel, volunteer at Marton

-Sian, Editor & Circuit Admin

QUESTION: WHAT’S
YOUR FAVOURITE
CHRISTIAN SONG &
WHY?
The Potter’s Hand – being a
creative person, I love the
imagery of God being the
potter.
-Sarah, Youth Worker
The Potter’s Hand – it was the
first Christian song I learned.
-Isabelle, volunteer at Marton

WHY I LOVE BEING A YOUTH
WORKER!
By Sarah Hoyes

It’s one of the best feelings ever to be able to say ‘I really love
my job’ isn’t it? When you’re a youth worker, no two days are
ever the same, even when you have your regular groups.
I’ve been a youth worker for a long time now, as a volunteer
at first, then full-time and then part-time when I had my
daughter. I’ve seen so many kids come and go, and I’ve seen
so many flourish.
But what do I love most about my job? Well, I love making
‘church’ accessible. I love smashing down those stereotypes
that church is boring and only for certain types of people. I
love inviting in the kids who don’t think they’re good enough
to be part of a church community, or who think God won’t
accept them, and showing them that the total opposite is
true. I love finding new ways to explore the Bible, to worship
and to bring people to Christ.
I especially love the young people. I love watching them
grow, in confidence, personality and faith. I love that moment
that you’re talking to them about the Bible or having a
conversation about an issue they face in their own lives and
their face tells you that Christ is in them (even if they don’t
know that yet).

I love it when a young person asks you a question which
challenges something you’ve taught them. Partly because you
know they’ve listened, and partly because you know that
they’re comfortable enough to come to you to ask the
questions that challenge you. It just goes to show that they’re
really thinking!
I especially love when I bump into one of my former young
people, maybe in a supermarket or at church or in town. One
of the kids who everyone thought wouldn’t amount to much.
One who was a bit rough around the edges and would
occasionally make me want to tear my hair out. One of the
kids who didn’t think God would accept them. I see them,
and they tell me that they have a job and a house and are
happy. And they say ‘I don’t know what I would have done
as a kid without youth club.’
That’s a pretty special feeling.

‘A VITAL PART OF LIFE IN OUR
CHURCHES’: LOCAL PREACHERS &
WORSHIP LEADERS
By Mike Childs
As LP & WL Meeting Secretary, I thought I would explain a
little about the ministry of the leaders of worship in our
circuit.
You will be very aware that LPs are appointed to take services
in the Wolds & Trent Circuit – in fact the plan would be very
sparse without them. They fulfil a vital part in the life of our
churches, and in bringing God’s word to his people.
It is a vocation which we believe is given to them by God.
That vocation is tested by the church, as LPs train for two
years under the present system, on the course called
‘Worship: Leading and Preaching’. There are tutorials,
assignments and reports on their worship leading and
preaching, with also interviews about their calling.
Sometimes you are asked to help in this reporting, you may
have noticed! LPs are appointed and planned by the circuit.
You will probably have noticed that Dennis Lockwood
received his certificate marking 60 years as one of ‘Mr
Wesley’s Preachers’. Some of us are just starting out on the
journey, and there are plenty in between.
Worship Leaders are active, as you know, in local churches.
Although they do not preach, they do, as the name says, lead

worship, whether in assisting Local Preachers or in Own
Arrangements.
They also have undergone training to guide them in this
calling. Their appointment is by the Church Council of the
church in which they serve.
The LP & WL Meetings take place four times a year, to have
fellowship together, to deal with required business, to help
complete the preaching plan and to discuss themes of
relevance to our development as leaders of worship.
We thank you for the encouragement which you give us week
by week, and we are aware of the responsibility we bear, to
bring God’s word, to challenge and to help others to come
closer to God.
If anybody feels they might be called to this ministry, please
talk to your minister, who will be pleased to discuss with you
what is involved.
‘We’ll praise him for all that is past, And trust him for all
that’s to come.’ (Singing the Faith no.67)
Mike Childs

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING IN
MIDDLE RASEN?
By Liz Margrave
The Women’s Own has closed for the last three months this
summer – a month longer than usual because of various
circumstances. It opens again in September. The Guild
begins again in October. We miss them both. It is a time of
togetherness, fellowship and friendship. Coffee after the
Sunday services helps in some ways to continue this unity by
facilitating time to chat and make friends. Also the Coffee
Cake and Chat sessions on the first, third and fifth Thursdays
of the month all bring us together as a Church family and
extend our friendship around the village as everyone is
always welcome at all these activities, including our monthly
coffee mornings and luncheon club. Food and friendship
continue at the Willows in Glentham (garden centre) under
the heading of ‘Sugar and Spice’ for those who like to go.
In April and May, discussion and fellowship highlighted the
Book of Acts for four sessions.
It was a Chapel anniversary on May 19th and 20th with the
usual concert and buffet meal and Church services lead by Liz
Childs.
At the Annual Church Meeting in June, five people were
elected as new Church Stewards – that makes ten in all,

which seems rather a lot, but it means that we can have two
Stewards again at the evening services.
We now look forward to our Annual Summer Fair which, this
year, is to be held at the home of Brian and Janice Cook
(Musgrave Farm, Buslingthorpe) on Saturday 14th July at
1800hrs. It has not been possible to have it at our usual
venue, but the fun and games will continue –proceeds are for
Church Funds.
Middle Rasen hope that you are all enjoying this gorgeous
summer weather - although for some, it might be proving too
hot. After the wet and cold winter and spring we have just
had, any sign of the sun can make us grateful and happy.
However, those of you that are farmers and gardeners must
be longing to see some rain!!!

NCS AT LEA
By Sian Bedford

The Little Retreat @ Lea is one of the most exciting projects
happening in our Circuit, maybe even the District, right now.
Work is beginning to get underway and over the summer, Lea
enlisted the help of a big group of teenagers to do some work
on the garden. What could go wrong, right?
For anyone who might not know, NCS (National Citizen
Service) is a summer programme for teens aged 16-17, those
who have just finished their GCSEs and are looking to fill their

long summer holiday, meet new people, and do some good in
their local communities. The programme includes two weeks’
worth of working with a local community project, where the
young people are asked to plan the work they are going to
carry out, fundraise and then complete the project.
Lea Chapel welcomed a group of teens from both of the
secondary schools in Gainsborough and gave them the task of
transforming the garden into a peaceful, beautiful space
which could be used for quiet reflection. No mean feat!
The group spent two weeks in Lea in total, the first was used
to plan exactly what work was going to be done, come up
with fundraising ideas and put those ideas into action. There
was a community dog walk, where members from Upton
came to support Lea, and a family fun day filled with crafts,
games and cakes!

Week two was to put everything the young people had
worked for into action. Most of them had no experience with
gardening whatsoever, and I’ll be honest, I noticed a few
nervous faces when I asked them how they think they’ll get
on!
“When we spoke to people from the church about what
they’d want the garden to look like, they had lots of ideas,”
said Charlotte, one of the young people taking part. “They
were really helpful and giving, you can see they’ve wanted
this change for a long time.”

The young people have managed, in a very short space of
time, to completely transform the garden at Lea, creating a
beautiful space with private areas to reflect or to read, water
features, stones painted by the children at Frances Olive CofE

Primary School, and the Methodist symbol made of pebbles
as an eye-catching focus point.

“I’ve really enjoyed my time here,” said Megan, another
young person on the NCS team, “the people of the church
have been so supportive, I’ve met new people and helped a
good cause while doing it.”

THE GOD POD
By Jenny & Peter Atkinson
There are some who may ask what is the God Pod? But there
are many reading this who already know how it is used and
why this ex London bus is called the by the name God Pod.
The original bus was first introduced into Lincoln North
Circuit many years ago by Reverend Ian Brown, who is now
an RAF Chaplain. His vision of reaching out to places where
children and adults may not come to church became a reality
with the purchase of a large transit type vehicle. Painted
bright yellow It was used to take the Gospel to all who sought
to enter its doors.
A few years go a very generous Christian businessman
offered to purchase a larger vehicle and we now have large
single deck ex-London transport bus. Over time the internal
conversion to a useable space was completed with seating
along the sides and rear and storage compartments under
the seats.
Glentham have been involved for almost ten years taking it to
Hemswell Cliff twice a month on Sunday afternoons and
other occasions. It has proved a blessing helping us to bring
the love of Jesus to children and adults.
During this time we have been supported by Prayer Partners
who like us are willing to give their Sunday afternoons and
spend time praying as we relay various situations in need of
prayer to them. Without their prayerful support we could not

operate. We are always short of prayer partners so if you are
willing to offer your time serving God in this way please call
us.

‘VISION’
Sunday 14th October 6pm

Praise & Worship
Glentham Chapel
Please come and share with
us an evening of Praise &
Worship led by
Music and talents of
‘VISION’
worship group & Light
Refreshments

MARTON & MARKET RASEN
HOLIDAY CLUBS
Our youth team had a busy few weeks over the summer holidays,
with a week’s long holiday club at both Marton and Market Rasen.
This year’s theme was ‘the Wild West’ with crafts, games,
competitions and some hilarious story-telling!

Children aged 4-11 enjoyed making cowboy hats and boots,
learning to line dance, taking part in games and challenges in
teams and listening to Bible stories told by Sherriff Sam,
Horseback Harry and Lasso Lucy (or Gareth, Charlie and Sarah
as we know them!)

Horseback Harry was
my favourite character,
he’s funny!
-Daisy, 7

I loved doing the line
dancing!
-Zachary, 7

David & Goliath was my
favourite Bible story,
because of the giant!
-Ethan, 10

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING
IN MARTON?
By Gareth Sherwood
Marton is still going well, with Messy Church seeing new
people and Open Church meeting each week and discovering
just a bit more about Jesus.
Through Messy Church we have explored stories such as the
‘Calming of the Storm’ and how Jesus can bring peace when
things get rough in our own lives. We have a great team of
helpers who make up for my weaknesses when it comes to
Messy Church (craft is not my strong suit!) and some of the
parents are starting to become more involved. Please pray
that this ministry continues to grow and continue to provide
opportunities to reveal God to both children and parents.
Open Church is a real privilege to be a part of! We regularly
go back over the basics of our faith, aspects which many of us
may not have looked at in a long time, and yet for the
majority of our church these topics are still brand new.
Over the past few weeks, we have been looking at
challenging questions such as; ‘What happens after we die?’
‘How do we know the Bible is true?’ But also really practical
things such as ‘How do we resolve disagreements?’
People keep coming so hopefully it is helping. I have certainly
found it to be helpful in my faith to revisit things and to look
at different sides of different issues.

Sometimes it has lead me to ask questions, sometimes it
hasn’t changed my opinion at all and I have even had my
mind, faith and view altered. Whatever the case, it is a
brilliant exercise to become understanding of people who
maybe hold different views within this broad community that
is the Methodist Church. It reminds me of the Wright
Brothers, the men credited with inventing and flying the first
Aeroplane. Whenever they disagreed with one another they
used to argue each other’s point of view which helped them
to discover where each other was coming from and move
past their disagreement.
As a church we have also tried to put mobile phones aside for
the time we are there for many this may seem like an easy
thing to do but for teens who aren’t used to it we have made
it a weekly challenge and if as a church we succeed we give a
pound to charity.
We would encourage you to pray for us that we continue to
grow individually and also grow in terms of people and that
more come to discover Christ.
We have taken a break over the summer and so both Messy
Church and Open Church shall start back again 7th September

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
15TH SEPTEMBER / GLENTHAM / 9.30am – Sugar & Spice at
the Willows, Glentham
16TH SEPTEMBER / NORTH KELSEY / 10.45am – Harvest
Festival followed by Harvest Lunch
24TH SEPTEMBER / MARKET RASEN – Macmillan Coffee
Morning
29TH SEPTEMBER / MARKET RASEN – Samaritan’s Purse
Shoebox Wrap & Pack
8TH OCTOBER / MARKET RASEN – Harvest Supper & Auction
13TH OCTOBER / GLENTHAM / 9am – Men’s Breakfast at the
Crown Inn, Glentham
20TH OCTOBER / GLENTHAM / 9.30am – Sugar & Spice at the
Willows, Glentham
20TH OCTOBER / MARKET RASEN – Autumn Fayre
10TH NOVEMBER / GLENTHAM / 9am – Men’s Breakfast at
the Crown Inn, Glentham
17TH NOVEMBER / GLENTHAM / 9.30am – Sugar & Spice at
the Willows, Glentham
18TH NOVEMBER / MARKET RASEN – Market Rasen Choral
Society in Concert

