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Easter … New Life

Saturday 23rd March
10am-4pm
Lea Methodist Church
Take some time out to pray,
reflect and explore some of the
key themes of Lent.
Please bring your own lunch, and
any materials that particularly help
you to still yourself.
For further information please
speak to Rev. Louise or Rev.
Sarah.

The deadline for the next Link issue is May 17th. The theme
will be ‘Travels’.

Editor’s Letter
As we began our planning for this issue of The Link, Christmas and
New Year were hardly behind us and Easter seemed a long way off
– but here we are on the verge of Lent. Our countryside and
gardens are bursting into new life with the promise of more to
come. While I was looking for something different to be included in
the Link this time, I came across the poem below which I think you
will find gives a different perspective on Jesus’s life.
God’s Upside Down Ways by Angela Yardy
There lived, long ago, in a faraway place
An upside-down man full of heavenly grace.
His upside-down teachings and upside-down ways
Will always, forever, confound and amaze.
He spoke of forgiveness, compassion and love.
He said He was sent by His Father above.
He saw the invisible, nurtured the weak;
He humbled Himself and exalted the meek.
He cared for the lonely, the sad and the lost
He stood alongside them, whatever the cost.
So full of surprises, this upside-down man
Astounded the world with his upside-down plan.
His death on a cross was the start, not the end!
Such upside-down ways: how can we comprehend?
Impossible, surely, that when Sunday came
The Risen Lord Jesus appeared once again!
His grace and forgiveness, His personal loss,
Had fought for the world through His death on a cross.
And God, in His wisdom, saw victory won
By sending a sacrifice of His own son!
And so, let us join with our Heavenly praise
Of Jesus’s wonderful upside-down ways!

Pastoral Letter
Dear friends,
Spring is in the air! In the garden I can see
crocus in flower and daffodils not far behind;
there are also other bits of green peeping
through the soil but I’m not entirely sure what
they are yet – a lovely surprise, and a reminder
of God’s amazing and intricate creativity.
Already, it’s feeling that the dark days of winter
are behind us; Christmas and New Year are
probably just distant memories for many of us.
What then of your new year resolutions, if you
made any? Some people see the start of a new
calendar year as a good time to implement new,
positive habits or perhaps try to give up some of
the less positive ones. Despite our good
intentions, the consensus seems to be that this
is easier said than done and by March many of
our resolutions have fallen by the way-side.
This year, March also brings with it the
beginning of Lent, a time when, we think about
Christ’s time in the wilderness and also prepare
for Holy Week and Easter. Many people give
things up for Lent, others try to do extra acts of
kindness or charity, or engage in a Lent Study.
Because it’s for a specific period of time it

seems to be easier to achieve; and sometimes
it grows in to a much longer-term habit.
Organisations like All We Can and the Joint
Public Issues Team are encouraging us to think
about our impact on the planet and the global
community this Lent – to take better care of
God’s amazing creation and better care of each
other so that the most vulnerable might be less
likely to experience catastrophic climate events
and that some of the world’s most precious
resources like clean air and clean water might
be freely available to more of the world’s
population.
Love is, I think, the most precious resource of
all and one which grows the more it is shared.
Lent and Easter reminds us of the amazing,
extravagant, life-giving love of God. I wonder if
there is one small way you could commit to
sharing God’s love with others this Lent - who
knows where it might lead?
May you know God’s love and peace as you
travel through Lent and into Easter and beyond.
Rev.Sarah Parkin

Middle Rasen Chapel
Easter, a time of new life and hope.
We start the Easter journey on Palm Sunday when
jointly, with our friends from the Parish Church, we walk
through the village, stopping at various points to hear
from the Bible and pray, before going into church for our
service. We alternate between the two churches, this
year being at the Parish Church.
On Good Friday, we reflect on the passion of Christ by
bringing reminders of his suffering to lay at the cross.
Our old wooden cross certainly has a rugged look about
it but then, on Easter Sunday morning, we are able to
transform it into a ‘Cross of Joy’ as we decorate it with
our fresh spring flowers. It is a moving experience to
see it being done and the empty cross comes to NEW
LIFE.
We have done this at Middle Rasen for many years now
but the effect it has never alters. It is quite an emotional
experience. After our evening service, we take the cross
outside the building to display the joy of Easter to those
passing by.
We come together again with our Anglican friends on the
12th May to mark the start of Christian Aid Week. This
is one of a number of joint ventures we have with them

as we try to portray a united Christian message to the
village.
On the back page of this Link you will see that Middle
Rasen was asked to contribute to ‘What does Easter
mean to you?’ Please spend time in prayer and
reflection as you read these - and maybe think about
your own feelings and put your own words there to
remind ourselves of what Easter - a time of new life and
hope - means to you.
Easter greetings to you all.
Co-written by Brian Cook and Mrs Moira Nicholls
++++++++++++

The Guild Rally celebrations to mark the end of the
season at Middle Rasen are on
13th March at 7.30 in the Chapel.
Entertainment is by the folk group, Da Capo, and
will conclude with a buffet supper.
This is a combined meeting with our friends from
Grimsby Haven Guild.
++++++++++++
On Saturday 18th of May the chapel is having a
concert by the group, Degrees of Harmony, at 7pm.
It is our church anniversary weekend.
All welcome.

Nettleton Chapel
Easter brings new life
John Wesley preached on Easter Day in 1738 in Oxford where
he was living at that time. His theme was “The hour cometh,
and now is, when the dead shall hear the Son of God, and
they that hear shall live” John chapter 5 verse 25.
Wesley preached on that text twice that day, first at the castle,
and secondly at Carfax. When I was a teenager my friends
and I would go dancing at Carfax, and generally have a good
time enjoying ourselves in the Carfax Ballroom next to the
church where Wesley delivered that sermon.
We knew about Jesus, and we knew He was the Son of God,
but back then we didn’t know Jesus personally as our Saviour.
We had been taught that Jesus is the Saviour of the world,
and saw no reason to doubt that. What we weren’t sure about
is just what Jesus was saving us from!
John Wesley was slightly ahead of us in his thinking, but still
had not experienced the real Jesus.
It was nearly two months later in London when, after a period
of temptation and a search for “justification, sanctification and
redemption” he read a passage from 2 Peter. Chapter 1 verse
4 which said “These are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises that even you will partake of the divine
nature”.
Famously, John Wesley then attended a church group that
evening in Aldersgate Street where a leader was reading from
a work by Martin Luther. During this reading a change came

over Wesley when at last he was able to put his trust fully in
Jesus and His promises.
For me the greatest of those promises was His offer of
salvation to all, the forgiveness of all our sinful ways. An offer
of a new start. A new life.
In his book “Easter at Epworth", HL Gee recalls that most
memorable event in John Wesley’s life.
Jesu’s death all those Easters ago is our guarantee of that
new life.
John Alderson
+++++++
Many thanks to all who supported our Joint Churches
Christmas Bazaar
way back in December. Nearly £1200.00 was raised and has
been
shared by the Churches in Nettleton.
Looking forward to our Easter celebrations:
nd

We have Lent Lunches

March 2 , 12-00 noon in Chapel.

Ash Wednesday Service

March 6 , 7-00 pm in Chapel.

Good Friday Service
Chapel.

April 19 , 2-30 pm in

th

th

ALL WELCOME TO JOIN US FOR ANY OF THESE
SERVICES FOR EASTER.
Jean and Brian Field

Marton Youth Work
Marton has been progressing well in the almost 2 years since we
started Open Church and Messy Church.
Open Church has a small, faithful group exploring faith - we have
recently been working through the book of Mark and discovering
Jesus. As part of that, every week, one of the congregation has
been taking home an extract of Mark to study, with the 3 questions
of: 1) What do you think about this? 2) What does this tell you
about God/Jesus? 3) What questions does this raise for you? They
have then returned the following week and fed back. It has been
great to encourage and see young people who had previously never
considered a relationship with Jesus, studying and learning about
Him independently.
Messy Church has become a really strong and important monthly
event. More and more families have joined us and we have had a
great time. It also led to the village asking Charlie and I to host the
Children’s Christmas Party.
In terms of the future we need your prayers. Firstly, that the seeds
we are planting every Friday amongst the Young People and the
Families, continue to blossom and that faith grows stronger. Also
please pray that more people in the village will seek to discover
Jesus with us.
Also please pray for the future of Open Church and Messy Church
as from the end of August I will be moving on and we are looking
for new leadership to move it forward.
Many thanks,
Gareth Sherwood

The circuit is organising a District youth event at
Gainsborough Methodist Church on Saturday 30th
March, 6.00 - 9.00pm.
We hope this will be a large gathering of young people
who will come together to engage in activities, listen to a
Christian band & hear the Methodist Youth President
speak. It is hoped that this will give young people an
opportunity to grow in their faith & allow others to
explore Christianity, so an important event for all.
If you have any young people you think would enjoy
this, speak to one of the staff to make sure they get
booked in - it is an all ticket event. If you would like to
volunteer, speak to the staff as we are looking for
volunteers.
There has been much prayer in the preparation of this &
we would like members of the circuit to pray before &
during the event. This can be done individually from the
comfort of your own home, or even as a small group, but
it is a vital aspect of this event.
Rev. Louise

Glentham
Exciting days ahead at Glentham, we’re looking forward to
Karen & Jim coming along to Café Church at 6pm on 10th
March and then our good friends VISION on 14th April again at
6pm and of course the numerous visiting preachers are
always welcome.
The leaking roof should be fixed by mid-March and the ceiling
a little while later. Exciting times too with our friends from
Light & Life Missions using the chapel every Saturday evening
with great music, testimonies and a Gospel sermon preached
with great urgency and an appeal.
Why don’t you come along and share the experience with
us??
Men’s Breakfast and Sugar & Spice continue to be well
supported. MB speakers arranged for each second Saturday.
Please come (if you’re a man) and share fellowship with us in
the Bottle & Glass at Normanby. And of course S&S are
always looking to welcome ladies.
God pod at Hemswell Cliff is well supported on our twice a
month visits but we’re always wanting prayer partners for the
hour or two we’re out so please consider helping out
Have a great Easter
God bless,
Jenny & Peter Atkinson

HE IS RISEN

Halleluiah

Glentham
The Onlooker
Yes I was stood beside the dusty road as crowds threw palms
Beneath your feet
and I shouted glad hosannas with the others
in the street.
I was hidden in the garden, when the soldiers came for you
I know I heard the cock, crow twice.
It was then your friends were few.
I saw your silent bleeding body shiver,
As angrily they cried,
‘Release to us the criminal and have Jesus crucified’.
I was in those frenzied, baying crowds as they
spat out your name with hate
When you picked up that wooden cross, was it still for you
my Lord too late?
For they reviled, rejected you and led you slowly out to die
Beyond Jerusalem’s city walls,
to a place called Calvary
I saw the pain upon your face, yet you knew what God had
planned
So I passed the nails and watched
as they drove them through each hand.
I was the one who took the spear and pierced your trembling
side
and the one who held your mother
as so helplessly she cried.
Oh how I marvelled at your power as clouds covered up the
sun
and wept as you cried in anguish
‘My God the job is done’
With love you looked down from the Cross and ‘twas then
I felt you knew
But still I heard you pray,
‘Forgive them Father, they know not what they do’.
Then in the garden early,
Angels rolled away the stone and I heard the voice of Mary,

as she asked where you had gone,
when you spoke
she realised death no more could claim
victory o’er the Son of God,
for that was why you came.
Yet in our sadness and our grief we longed to run away and
hide
But you had said to stay,
Within the city of Jerusalem, to receive the Counsellor
Our guide.
I saw you on the Emmaus road, in the lateness of the day
and listened to your words, as you talked
along the way.
When you explained the truth, that scriptures were fulfilled
But we two, blinded by our pain,
couldn’t understand, that glory came from suffering
and You’d come back to life again.
Then in the dusky twilight at the breaking of the bread,
that truth became excitement
as again we saw those wounds, from which your life had bled.
For we really knew at last
our Saviour had not died upon that tree,
But was risen from the grave
And now lives for all eternity.
Then later, gathered in a quiet room upon the upper floor
I saw you there,
within the wind and flame that came in
Through the door
For ‘twas then you kept your promise and left
Your Spirit as our friend
To safely lead us home, as down life’s long road we wend.
Although in many ways I’ve hurt you Lord,
Oft’ times denied your name,
Deep in my heart forgiveness reigns. For you took all my guilt
and shame,
Through God’s boundless grace and mercy, your LOVE has
set me free.
Oh how can I repay such a wondrous gift?
Your life,
So freely given, for sinners, Just like me.
Peter Atkinson

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL
MOVEMENT)

Come – Everything is Ready

Everything is ready and the invitation is for
everyone – men, women and children of all ages to
join this Day of Prayer. Women of Slovenia, one of
the smallest and youngest countries in Europe,
have prepared this year’s service and they
encourage us to reflect on the barriers they have
faced since the end of the Second World War when
their country was a part of Yugoslavia, a Marxist
socialist republic. They share the challenges they
have met and the hopes they have for the future.

World Day of prayer is an international, inter-church
organisation which enables us to hear the thoughts
of women from all parts of the world: their hopes,
concerns and prayers. The preparation for the day
is vast. An international committee is based in New
York and there are national committees in each
participating country. Regional conferences meet to
consider the service and then local groups make
their plans. Finally, at a church near you on Friday
March 1st 2019 people will gather to celebrate the
service prepared by the women of Slovenia.
The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120
countries. It begins in Samoa and prayer in native
languages travels throughout the world --- through
Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the
Americas before finishing in American Samoa some
38 hours later.

Services around the Circuit
Friday 1st March 2019
Glentham Chapel 7pm

Caistor
In 2010 I was researching past Wesleyan Methodist
Ministers in Caistor going back as far as 1825 - 2006
and decided to write to all those from 1948, for a
photograph to assemble together and display in the
Church.
Alan Herrick 1962-68, who died on Jan.13th aged 91,
and was still living locally in Waltham, replied to my letter
at the time as follows“---You mention ‘Love Feasts’. [We have several of
these mugs on display in the Wesley room. His only
experience of these came in his last circuit before
retirement.] “We held an annual Love Feast and there
were hymns, readings, and testimony; there was plum
bread and water passed round from one to the next until
all had partaken.”
Their testimony would tell of the New Life they found
on becoming a Christian.
I hope this will be of interest.
God bless,
Babs.

Upton
Las Vegas or Oberammergau Passion Play?
I retired from teaching in December 2005 and had already
decided that I would celebrate my 60th birthday in Las Vegas
in 2010. "Fantastic," my family said, "we'll all come!" (Actually
I am fast approaching 70 and still haven't been to Vegas!!)
When I was 10, and at Whites Wood Lane Primary School,
my class teacher went to Oberammergau to see the Passion
Play.She came back very enthused by her experience and I
was totally hooked on the idea that one day I too would go.
Every decade I would read and collect as much information
about it as I could but always there were reasons why I
couldn't go. (The main one being I couldn't really afford it!!!)
In 2008, I was looking through my WI magazine and
spotted an advert for the Passion Play to be held in 2010. We
decided this was the year to go while I was fit and able to do
it. So we booked it and I struggled to wait 2 and a half years.
The play dates back to the 17th Century and the 30 Years War
that engulfed Saxony and Bavaria. With it came the plague or
the Black Death which wiped out whole communities. The
villagers of Oberammergau isolated themselves allowing no
one in or out of the village. They prayed to God saying that if
they were spared from the plague they would perform a
Passion Play every 10 years. That is exactly what they have
done ever since.
The play records events from Christ's entry into Jerusalem,
His crucifixion and resurrection on Easter Sunday morning.

Everyone involved in the play is a resident from
Oberammergau village. The play is performed over 6 hours
with an interval. The audience used to sit on wooden benches
but the theatre is now a modern, state of the art building
with very comfortable seating.
The play is performed in German and we had a full
transcript of the play in English and German.
The story was told through acting, singing and tableaux. It
was quite easy to follow without the script. The sound and
viewing were superb and I was totally immersed in the whole
thing. During the interval, we went and had a 3 course meal
in a hotel and stretched our legs before returning for the
second half. We were transported through the painful trial
that led to the crucifixion and the memory of Jesus hanging
on the cross will stay with me for ever. The role of Jesus'
mother was very moving, as was the torment of Judas. The
final part of the play was done so beautifully when Jesus
appeared to Mary in the garden. It was so quiet and moving,
and I sat there in tears as did many more around me. Jesus
did all that for me!!
I always felt, from the age of 10 that I needed to go, and,
having been, it was always meant to be. The event deepened
my faith so much knowing that Jesus died for me.
God's love is truly wonderful!!!
Jenny Fotheringham
++++++++++++

Upton dates
Mothering Sunday, March 31st 10.30 – Rev. Liz Childs
Good Friday Gathering, April 19th 11.00
Easter Sunday, April 21st 10.30, Rev. Keith Lackenby
Date for you diary:
Trentside Singers Spring Concert, May 10th 7.30
Tickets £5.00
Money raised to be divided between Upton Methodist
Chapel and Upton All Saints Church
Chapel Anniversary May 12th 10.30 – Howard Smedley

Jenny Fotheringham

Advertisement for the Role of Circuit Treasurer
As many know, Steve Bilton has been our Circuit Treasurer since the
creation of the Wolds and Trent circuit, and also for twelve years prior to
that in the old Gainsborough circuit. He would like a little rest “to re-charge
his batteries”, therefore we are looking for someone to take on this role for
a while. The treasurer is a circuit steward, and one of the responsibilities of
the circuit stewards as a group is to manage the ‘circuit funds’. If you think
you may be able to take on this role for a while please contact one of the
Circuit Leadership Team.
The role includes:


to receive the assessments from each church, set in discussion
with the circuit team with a budget and amounts agreed at a
circuit meeting.



payment to the district for the circuit’s contribution to the
national budget,



collecting contributions to Methodist Funds from churches, and
from circuit services and collections, and paying out to the
various funds,



to pay ministers’ stipends, travel and expenses, pay bills which
arise from the work of the circuit, eg. manse repairs,
administration costs,



at the year-end, prepare a set of accounts that is audited,
presented to the circuit meeting, and sent to district for the
Spring Synod,



prepare an Annual Report and Reserves Policy for the circuit
which will be sent to the Charity Commissioners, with input from
the CLT, and any other dealings with circuit money from other
sources, eg. donations.

GMC
Local Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ Meeting
The major piece of business at the January Local
Preachers’ and Worship Leaders’ Meeting was to follow
and be updated about Sue Brown’s progress as a Local
Preacher.
A very positive report was given about Sue’s final
assessed service which had been on 13th January. Rev.
Sarah spoke very positively about Sue’s final reported
service, which took place at Middle Rasen. Sue has also
met the standards required for the written aspect of the
course, consisting of Portfolios A and B.
Louise then conducted the required and important final
interview with Sue. Firstly Sue was asked about her call
to preach and the influences which had confirmed that
call. In addition she had opportunity to say what she
might change about Methodist worship, the significance
for her of one of Wesley’s sermons, and how her
preaching might be in twelve months’ time. After
discussions in groups, those eligible to vote agreed
unanimously that Sue Brown should be admitted into
the office of a Local Preacher.

By the time you read this we shall have celebrated Sue’s
recognition as one of Mr. Wesley’s preachers at our Circuit Service
th
on February 24 .

Also during that service Yvonne Woolston was presented, in
her absence, with a certificate marking her 25 years as a Local
Preacher.
Other matters which came to the meeting included Bible
Month 2019 (this year with reference to Colossians), and a
celebration of the work of Local Preachers in local churches
during May.
I do not apologise for repeating the point I made in the last LINK: We
rejoice that God is still calling people to be one of Mr Wesley’s preachers.
If anybody out there believes God may be calling them to this ministry,
please contact Louise – she will be pleased to hear from you. Mike Childs

My Christian Journey
I was brought up in a Methodist family, albeit an unusual
Methodist family. My dad was a monumental stonemason, but
changed career to become the licensee of the Plough Inn at
Wheatley, at that time a staunch Methodist village. In that
vocation, as unpaid social workers and counsellors to many
people who came to the pub from surrounding areas, my mum
and dad set me an example of how to “love your neighbour”
which now stands me in good stead. But I’m jumping ahead –
there are over 40 years between then and now.
In my late teens I made the decision to go my own way, and
for 40 years I did alright. Reflecting back now, I wonder how
many missed opportunities passed me by, how many times
did Jesus walk by but I chose to ignore Him? It was a case of
what you’ve never had, you never miss – you don’t know what
you don’t know. But back then I was fine tootling along my
own road, perhaps parallel to the one God would have
preferred me to take - not too far away but not the best it could
have been.
Then something happened. I can imagine God saying “I see
you’re about to get a jolt out of your comfort zone. I can use
that situation to help you make a better choice this time.” My
loving partner died, and so did I. In my zombie state God said
“let me water your arid heart, let me put fire into a cold soul, let
me love you as you have never been loved before – Choose
Life!” (with capital letters). But I didn’t hear any of this at the
time, I had yet to learn and understand His language of love.
All I knew was that in a dream a voice said “why haven’t you
been to church lately?”, and I awoke to ask myself the same
question. I didn’t know the answer, but it seemed worthwhile

finding out, so I looked on the internet (all you programmers
out there maybe now realise what an important job you do),
found there was a service at GMC that morning and went. I
responded as Peter did, and stepped out of the boat.
Each step of my journey thereafter has been slightly steeper,
slightly more demanding than the previous one – yet at the
same time slightly easier because one builds on the other
fortifying the foundation. Being alive means having feelings,
taking risks, sometimes sinking as Peter did, sometimes the
fire that gives warmth also burns, but as the congregation of
th
Middle Rasen witnessed on 27 January and sang with me:
I have decided to follow Jesus,
No turning back.
I’d rather be led by his nail-pierced hands,
I’d rather have Jesus than anything
This world affords today.
My prayer to God on behalf of myself and all my readers (who
will have had similar experiences) is simply thank you. Thank
you for being you; yesterday, today and tomorrow.
Christine Baker

Update on our Youth

A question for you!
What is the QUESTion?
QUESTion is part of Lincolnshire Youth Mission
(LYM) which, as it 'says on the tin', is for
Lincolnshire, for youth and for the mission of
sharing God's love in Jesus Christ. LYM was
founded in 2006 to provide support for local
churches in working with young people.
As part of the QUESTion project, there are Youth
clubs in Caistor, Market Rasen, Marton and Lea, all
run by youth workers (funded through LYM) and
local volunteers.
At the primary schools in Market Rasen, Lea and
Marton the youth workers lead clubs, at lunchtime
or after school, with fun activities and Bible stories
for the many children who choose to attend.
The work has developed to include leading
assemblies and, for example, the creation, with the
children, of a prayer wall in a school.
In Market Rasen a recent initiative has been an
occasional community cinema event. This is being
developed in response to an expressed local need
for activities in which families can share together.
LYM also runs the GodPOD bus, visiting housing
areas in Lincoln and Hemswell Cliff, and the

RoadHoG bus, visiting communities in the Boston
area. In both cases, the buses provide a space to
welcome young people, often living in quite isolated
situations, to enjoy activities and experience
something of God's love.
Children and young people are, of course, a vital
part of our communities and our churches. Helping
them to develop socially and spiritually and
fostering appropriate links between the generations
is central to the work of LYM.
We are excited about the activities which are
already taking place, the many positive contacts
which have been made and the future opportunities.
Please join us in praying for young people and the
work of Lincolnshire Youth Mission. Perhaps you
also know young people who might be interested in
joining in one of the activities or perhaps God is
asking you to get involved in donating or
volunteering.
For further information look at our website, which is
under development, at www.lym.org.uk
or phone me, Bridget Andrew, on 01652 628586 or
Gareth, one of the youth workers, on 07584027742.
Bridget Andrew

Lea
Lea Retreat Centre Update
At our last church council meeting in October the meeting
were shown the architect’s Plans which all present agreed
were excellent and the meeting gave their approval and
passed the Plans. Over three quarters of the money has been
raised and the architects are due to put the work out to tender,
but I am not sure whether this can be done until all monies are
in place.
Meanwhile the garden is a work in progress, halted at present
because of the weather, but work will commence as soon as
the soil warms up.
Lea members would like to thank all those who have shown so
much interest and enthusiasm for the project. Your support
means a great deal to us.
God’s Garden by Dorothy Gurney
THE Lord God planted a garden
In the first white days of the world,
And He set there an angel warden
In a garment of light enfurled.
So near to the peace of Heaven,
That the hawk might nest with the wren,
For there in the cool of the even
God walked with the first of men.
And I dream that these garden-closes
With their shade and their sun-flecked sod
And their lilies and bowers of roses,
Were laid by the hand of God.
The kiss of the sun for pardon,
The song of the birds for mirth,-One is nearer God's heart in a garden
Than anywhere else on earth.
For He broke it for us in a garden
Under the olive-trees
Where the angel of strength was the warden
And the soul of the world found ease.

Lea Dates
Prayer Shawl Fellowship 10.00am
March 18th
April15th
May 20th.
Guild meetings 2.15pm
March 21st Paul Howitt Cowan “A house with a view”.
April 18th Giles Braithwaite. Uganda.
May 16th Devotional Service. Rev, Louise Carr.

Pat Gray

Lea Snowdrops taken by Jo Kershaw.

Misterton
New Life
As I write this article I am looking out of the window at a
wonderful blue sky and the branches of the birch trees
swaying gently in the breeze, soon to be covered with
catkins. It is time for my annual pilgrimage to Lea. Since
working at Lea Primary School and seeing the
snowdrops growing on the bank at Lea Park, I make a
point of driving out to see them. They fill my heart with
joy and remind me of the beauty of God’s created
world. They give me hope that the days will gradually
get longer, warmer and new life will soon burst forth
everywhere.
When one considers the brown, ugly, dead-looking
bulbs these delicate snowdrops grow from, it is a
miracle it comes to life again. However, as we go
through Lent, God’s natural world constantly reassures
us that new life, renewal and hope are possible. The
seemingly lifeless bulbs and seeds, when planted, come
to life; just like Jesus does for us on Easter Sunday. Ever
mindful of the joy which Easter brings to us, let us try to
plant the “bulbs and seeds” in our communities, that
they may also grow and experience the joy of new life
and hope that our Lord and Saviour brings.

Mothering Sunday at Misterton
To celebrate Mothering Sunday we are hosting an
ecumenical service with the theme “Parenting around
the World”. We are asking those attending to bring a
picture of people in a parenting role in countries across
the globe, from which a collage will be made for our
prayers of intercession. As we pray for each continent
we will give thanks for the work of “All we Can” which is
making a huge difference to people with the
responsibility for parenting and caring for others.
Please pray for the success of this service that we might
make a substantial donation to the work of “All we Can”
as they continue to help families around the world.

Jo Kershaw

Arrangements during Anne’s Sabbatical

As you know, Anne has a sabbatical from 1st March until the
31st May . During this time, even if she is at home, she is not
working in the circuit and you should not seek to contact her.
If you should happen to see Anne or Malcolm around the
area then be pleasant and courteous but try not to talk about
church and what’s happening. Instead you should speak to
those who are leading in each church during the sabbatical.

Glentham : Janet Faulkner, ministerial contact - Louise Carr
Market Rasen: Geoff Taylor, Yvonne Walls; ministerial contact
- Sarah Parkin
Middle Rasen: Malcolm Woolf, June Hare; ministerial contact
- Sarah Parkin
If you have any queries about the arrangements or general
concerns about who to speak to these people can and will
guide you. They are part of the sabbatical support group and
will ensure that your concerns dealt with appropriately.
Rev. Louise Carr

++++++++++++
Visit Rev. Louise’s Textile Exhibition at Bradford Cathedral,
March 6th-April 22nd entitled “Stations of Lament”.

Praise &
Worship
Led by
‘VISION’
Sunday 14th April 6pm

Glentham
Chapel
Please come and share with us an
evening of Praise & Worship led by ‘VISION’ worship group.

