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John 15:5
Pastoral Letter
“I am the vine you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit, apart from me you can do nothing.”
We are at that time of year when gardens are springing back into life with shrubs and
plants. Recently I witnessed queues of people and plants of all sizes at the checkout of a
garden centre, obviously gardens were being reorganised or maybe a completely new
start. Thinking about gardens reminded me that there will be plants and shrubs which
have been in a garden for many years but still go from strength to strength. We had a
lovely rambling rose with vibrant pink flowers in our first garden many years ago. It just
kept on blooming year after year. There may be plants in the garden which have been put
in, in recent years, just getting established, but still need care and attention, perhaps
pruning. As a new season gets underway there will be perhaps a rearranging of things,
weeding, and re- locating of some things in order to make room for those new plants
which look so attractive when you see them on display in the garden centre.
If we take the opportunity to reflect on our churches, we might see that there are
activities which continue to grow from strength to strength; there will be those activities
which will still need nurturing to enable them to fully reach the purpose for which they
were intended. There will, with careful adjustment and pruning, be space for new
opportunities and risks to be taken with new activities. In our churches there is space for
lots of different activity, but it is always good to reassess things from time to time;
perhaps let some unproductive things go, be bold to be led by God and venture into the
unknown with something new. What are the things which are attractive and vibrant?
What are the activities which will allow us to share our faith with others?
Whatever the stage of the plants in the garden they all need some ‘TLC’ at some point;
most all need water, often added nourishment and nutrients in some form or other.
Whatever we do in our churches it needs the covering of prayer, the guidance of the
Holy Spirit and its foundations in God’s word so that we are truly seeking God’s way, as
we reach out to people in our communities and share His love.
Anne Coates

Brookenby THE CIRCUIT
NEWS FROM AROUND
Church Contact: Mrs M Nicholls 01472 398364
Caistor
Church Contact: Mr M James 01472 851965
Acknowledgement of a gift
We would like to thank the kind donors who, several weeks ago, sent us some money
in response to Bridget's article in the Link about Paul and Maura's work in El
Salvador. As the article was not an appeal for donations, we were especially grateful
for the kindness and generosity which prompted the gift.
As we could not send the money directly to Paul and Maura, we gave it to the
Methodist Church mission fund which supports the Lord's work in El Salvador, so we
hope that was acceptable.
Syd & Bridget Andrew

Faldingworth
Church Contact: Mrs C Waite 01673 885249
We are pleased to say that we were able to find a seat in the Market Rasen
Chapel on the morning of the Service for the Easter Offering. It is so good to
see the congregation gathered from all corners of the District. A lot of hard
work had gone in to the planning of the morning and it was interesting to be
introduced to fresh fields in the world by way of the video screen.
We are hoping to take part in the Community Schools Scarecrow Festival in
Faldingworth on Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd June. To mark the centenary
of the First World War the theme is hero and heroines.
Open Churches weekend will have taken place by the time this is printed.
We are increasing our use of the Singing the Faith Hymn book and its
accompanying CDs. It is a boon when organists are unavailable.
We look forward to David Islip’s visit on Sunday “Chapel Anniversary”.
Good Wishes
Laurie

Gainsborough
Church Contact: Mr M Childs 01427 610057
Easter celebrations were enjoyed and well attended. On Easter Day we shared
breakfast, with about thirty of us present. This has been the custom at
Gainsborough for several years, although we broke with tradition and did not
celebrate communion then but at the 10.30 service.
As predicted, May has been a quieter month. The fellowship groups continue
to meet, one on Tuesday morning, one on Tuesday evening. The morning
group is arranging the own arrangement service on 18 th May. We have a
beetle drive on 17th May, organised by Kathy Holt in aid of Action for
Children.
The carpet in the church has been there since 1968 when the St Stephen’s
Methodist Church, as it then was, was opened. It has done well, but Church
Council felt we needed to replace it. Some fundraising is happening to bring
this about. ‘A cross in your pocket’, supplied by Doreen Lockwood, GMC
pens, and now a number quiz will start the process.
We look forward to Pentecost. Custom has it that some of us will undertake a
prayer walk (at 8.30am) around the centre of Gainsborough, also leaving
leaflets with local firms and organisations, saying we have prayed for them.
Inevitably we shall finish with breakfast at Wetherspoons before our Pentecost
celebration. Andrew Gadd from Keelby will lead our time together.
Mike Childs

Glentham
Church Contact: Mr T Faulkner 01673 818718
We seem to have had a quiet month having enjoyed the Circuit service at
Market with members of the whole circuit there was a sense of sharing a
closer relationship with folks from the ‘other’ half.
Some of you may know we have been sharing our home with a Church of
Sweden priest for most of the past six weeks, Rev Gunnar Kvist. Attached to
the Owmby group of parishes he has been experiencing life in rural parishes.
It’s been both a privilege and a pleasure and needless to say his English is
much, much better than our Swedish. He’s been a visitor to North Kelsey,

Market Rasen and Glentham where we had a chapel tea and service led by
Rev Liz Childs. I think all of us were encouraged and surprised (pleasantly) by
the number of folks who came to it, so much so we intend to do it again
Our trips out have been to Durham, Holy Island and York letting him
experience some of the great Cathedrals in our country, something they don’t
have in Sweden and of course he’s been to Lincoln Cathedral a few times.
June sees our Father’s Day Messy Church and BBQ so if you want to enjoy
good food, great service and pleasant company make a note June 15 th 10.45am
with BBQ to follow in the garden.
Enjoy the blessings of Springtime
Jenny & Peter

Men’s Breakfast The Crown - 14th June
Sugar & Spice The Willows – 21st June

Men’s Breakfast
‘The Crown Inn’, Glentham
14th June at 9am
(every 2nd Saturday of the month!!)
Full English Breakfast £5.50 and free chat!!!
Please Phone Peter 01673 878806 & book your place!

Gringley
Church Contact: Mrs P Gray 01427 629250

Lea
Church Contact: Mrs M Lilley 01427 615933

Thursday 19th June at 10am
Village Guild AGM
Saturday 12th July 10-12 noon
Coffee Morning
Cakes, Books, Bring & Buy etc
Everyone welcome
Thursday 17th July Circuit Guild
2.30pm onwards
Strawberry tea on the lawn at the Chapel

Praise Others
As we travel through life,
We all have our share
Of problems to solve,
And crosses to bear,
But when someone comes by
With some praise and a smile,
Our burdens seem lighter,
Our purpose worthwhile –
Oh, what a blessing
It is on life’s road
When someone comes by
To lighten the load!
Helen Steiner Rice

Easter for June and Colin Hare was far from a sad occasion - it was a time of
great joy, because Easter is at the centre of our faith that through God nothing
is impossible. We are still only two of many who are praying for Philip
(Jones)'s healing and wholeness, whether that be by recovery from his illness
or his entry into the promised eternal rest of which he himself is very
confident of.
There have been wonderful signs of God's continuous love of and care for
Philip recently. First, when he went along to one of his church's regular prayer
meetings, instead of the usual half dozen who joined it along with him, pretty
well the whole church was there, and the meeting lasted 2 1/2 hours. It
resulted in Philip feeling much better, and actually able to eat a small portion
of treacle sponge and custard - that made Colin rather envious! Next, when he
was feeling severe pain in his back and legs, his church offered prayer and
immediately the pain went away. And one more; the other night, lying in bed
and unable to sleep, Philip said to God 'Oh Lord, who lovely it would be if I
could have a cuddle!' The following night, his church had another prayer
meeting, and Philip was not there. A lady was given a vision in which she saw
Philip sitting next to God, and God's arm was around Philip's shoulder!
Colin has had several get well cards from well-wishers both within and
beyond the Circuit, and is of course grateful for them all, but one in particular
had thought provoking words on it's front:
Some things have to be believed to be seen

Wolds and Trent Circuit

Safari Tea
Sunday 17th August
Savoury snacks will be served at
Gainsborough and North Kelsey
from 4:00pm
Sweet treats will be available at
Upton and Middle Rasen
from 5:00 pm
Tea/coffee and birthday cake
(for the Circuit’s 1st birthday)
will be served at Glentham
to be followed by a Songs of Praise
at 6:30 pm
in the garden, or the Chapel if wet
Tickets £4:00 each will be available in July.
Book the date, choose your route
and bring your friends.
All proceeds to Circuit funds.

Market Rasen
Church Contact: Mr G Taylor 01673 843939
glta332@yahoo.co.uk

Sunday Services; 10.45 a.m.; monthly evening service at 6.00p.m.
Weekday communion; First Friday in the month 10.00a.m.
Weekday activities & other events; See monthly Bulletin
Jubilee Games
These will take place at Brookenby Community Centre from 10-4pm on Saturday
21st June 2014. At present we are expecting teams from all the ex MOD
communities: Hemswell Cliff, Scampton RAF, Newtoft and Brookenby. If you
would like to come along and support the participants, and our Brookenby
community, you will be very welcome. Stalls, activities and refreshments will be
available.
Ian Hardcastle

Marton
Church Contact: Mrs D Kitchinson 01427 718634
We are now approaching our 200th Chapel Anniversary and have made the
following arrangements
Saturday 5th July at 7.p.m. there will be a concert by the Trentside Singers
conducted by Mrs Jennifer Fotheringham. Tickets are £4 each - contact Doris
on 01427 718634 or Dorothy on 01472 717257. This will give us approximate
numbers Come and enjoy a summer musical evening.
Sunday 6th July at 3 p.m. there will be our Anniversary Service. This will be
conducted by Rev Philip MacDonald who, as a young minister in the
Gainsborough Circuit conducted our 175th Chapel Anniversary service. He is

now the Superintendent minister of the Newark Circuit so we are delighted the
he is able to conduct our 200th.Mrs Margaret Pocklington, a former
Marton resident, will be our guest soloist. This will be followed by our
Anniversary Celebration Cake.
The Chapel will be open on over this weekend on Saturday from 10.00 a.m to
4 p.m and on the Sunday from 10.00 a.m to 12 noon for coffee, photos and
memories. All are welcome to come and celebrate with us.
Our next coffee morning Wednesday June 25th at 10.00 a.m
Best wishes
Doris
Middle Rasen
Church Contact: Mrs A Surfleet 01673 843256
There seems to be a lull in the Church calendar now. Easter is over and many
of us are looking forward to holidays. Everything in the countryside and our
gardens is early this year – the plants and birds don’t seem to know where they
are! Do we now where we are and where we are going? To be sure, God has
plans for us.
We have had a busy April in Chapel. Some services stand out more than
others I find! On LWPT Sunday (Leaders of the Worship and Preachers’
Trust, formally known as Local Preachers Mutual Aid), is when preachers
change round and preach outside their circuit. On 27 th April, Mrs Kate Marr
from the Brigg Circuit came to preach to us. Being a teacher, she has the skill
to really make you understand and to delve more deeply into the significance
of words and situations written in the Bible. I left this service feeling very
uplifted. Mrs Marr used the example of the eleven disciples gathered together
in a locked room. Apart from the fear of the Jews, why was the room locked?
And why was Thomas not there? Later on, when the disciples were gathered
together, including Thomas, why did he not believe that Jesus had risen? Not
until Thomas had seen and felt the wounds on Jesus did he believe. Thomas
believed what he could see, as we do. Faith is something we believe in
without actually seeing it. Blessed are we that believe even when we are
blind.
The previous week as we did not have a preacher for the evening service, the
Stewards put together a service of Easter ‘Songs of Praise’. It was a lovely
service with at least twelve hymns, a duet, a quartet, guitars etc. It was well
attended as had been the Easter morning service.

The coffee morning we had to raise money for the church maintenance was
well attended and raised £286. The Coffee, Cake and Chat morning also did
very well for the Lincs and Notts Air Ambulance and about £400 was raised.
These were extra to the coffee morning we have on the second Saturday of
each month.
On 30th April, a group went to sing hymns at a local care home as they do each
Christmas – I’m sure their visit was much appreciated. It took place instead of
the Women’s Own meeting that week.
We have a united service at the Parish Church for Christina Aid on 11th May
and we celebrate the Churches’ Anniversary on 18th May.
Towards the end of May, our Annual General Meeting will be an opportunity
to remember everything that has gone on during the year. Some events will
bring back happy memories of talks we have had and people we have met.
We are so lucky at Middle Rasen to have so many capable members to plan,
oversee and carry out all that needs doing, both for our physical wellbeing,
emotional and Christian needs. “We all have the ability. The difference is
how we use it” Stevie Wonder
In our monthly letter, Colin has reminded us of the Christian Charity ‘The
Rock Foundation’ in Carter Gate, Grimsby, which is near the Market Hall.
Its’ main feature is high quality homemade wooden items eg: picnic tables and
storage units. They can make use of unwanted jewellery, old and foreign bank
notes and coins and mobile telephones, in any condition.
Liz Margrave

Misterton
Church Contact: Mr S Bilton 01427 810866

Nettleton
Church Contact: Mrs Jean Field 01472 852056
June 7th- Charity Coffee Morning 10.30-12noon
July 5th – Monthly Coffee Morning 10.30-12noon

------------------------------------------------------------------CHARITY COFFEE MORNING
JUNE 7TH
10.30-12 NOON.
Cake Stall ---- Raffle ---Bring ‘n’ Buy
Etc – Etc – Etc
Tea and Coffee
ALL PROCEEDS TO
HARBOUR PLACE IN GRIMSBY
---------------------------------------------------------------------Hope to see you there to help raise funds for this needy cause.
The Maundy Thursday meal in Caistor was really special. We shared fun and
fellowship around the table as we ate. The meal was interspersed with Bible
readings and we served each other bread and wine as they did at that fateful
last supper. A really great evening for all.
Our Easter Sunday service was led by Mr Mervyn White from Scunthorpe. He
told us of some work he had been doing in his own Church and what he had to
do was what the Lord is doing with us all the time. Making us “fit for
purpose”. A lovely service and we look forward to welcoming him at a later
date.
The Easter Offering Service at Market Rasen was well attended. The Rev
Joseph Dunwell went to Ghana to do Mission work and died when he had only
been there six months, but the work continues to this day. We were reminded
of Paul, Maura and their three lovely children from Caistor who are working
in El Salvador and of many others who were prepared to take risks as the Lord
guided the path ahead.
The Wolds and Trent Circuit was joined by members from Grimsby and
Sleaford for the Ordinanads Testimony Service. The three ladies were Rev.
Anne Coates (Wolds and Trent), Rev Katie Deakins (Grimsby) and Rev Ann
Lett (Sleaford). They all gave their Testimony and we ask you to pray for
them as they continue on the journey to their Ordination in June.
Jean Field

North Kelsey
Church Contact: Mrs M Thomas 01652 678365
The second meeting of Messy Church took place at the end of April. Jenny
Thompson was one of the helpers and gave me a really enthusiastic report to
share with you all as far as space will allow. She wrote: “We enjoyed a
delightful Messy Church, organised by Sarah. Seven children arrived,
accompanied by two parents and one grandmother. We ate a light meal and
towards the end the children took turns at choosing a card. Each card asked a
question about the things we enjoyed or had experienced and we all had an
opportunity to share our responses.
Next we joined in singing action songs – popular tunes with words expressing
our love and praise. Sarah told the story of Thomas and we shared our
thoughts about it.
There were some different activities to choose: painting secret messages using
thin candles; making doves and drawing around our hands to make wings
which we stuck on and then attaching strings which enabled our doves to ‘fly’.
Great fun!
I was really more of a spectator and cleaner but I really enjoyed being able to
share in this new venture. Our thanks and admiration go to Sarah for her time,
her energy and her ebullience. It was well done indeed!”
If everyone has been speaking as enthusiastically, numbers should soon grow!
The Open Churches weekend went well and we were pleased to welcome back
several ‘regulars’. The salad lunches and cakes create brand loyalty, it seems!
The village history with old photographs and the chapel records were of
interest to many and the display of hobbies showed a variety of talents
amongst our members, with plenty to admire. We were able to support
Christian Aid Week by running a tombola The monthly Open House on the
following Monday was well attended and we continue to have new people
coming from time to time.
Looking ahead, we are planning a Pudding Club evening on Friday July 4th at
6-30pm. A light starter is designed to leave room for sampling several
different desserts. This has proved a popular formula on previous occasions
and if you are tempted, please book with Midge nearer the time.

Easter already feels a long time ago. Because of rigid time-share dates, Barry
and I celebrated at a packed (standing room only) Roman Catholic Church in
Portugal. As the service was chiefly in Portuguese, we could only join in the
alleluias and the occasional bits of Latin familiar from singing requiems but
the atmosphere was spontaneously joyful and it was easy to feel part of a
world-wide church celebrating together. Let’s hold on to the Easter joy!
God bless.
Sylvia
On the last Monday of April we enjoyed a delightful Messy Church which had
been organised by Sarah who has been holding a lunch time club in North
Kelsey primary school.
Seven children arrived just after 3.30pm accompanied by two parents and one
grandmother. We started by sharing a light meal of salads and bread and butter
which Sarah had prepared earlier, followed by a drink. Towards the end of the
meal children took turns in choosing a card from the centre of the table. Each
card had a question about the things we enjoyed or had experienced and all of
us had an opportunity to share our response with the others round the table.
After our food we joined in a group to sing action songs together-popular
tunes with words that were declaring our love and praise. Sarah then told us
the story of Thomas and we shared our thoughts about it.
There were some different activities to choose, painting secret messages using
thin candles and paint, making a dove and drawing around our hands which
we stuck on the sides and then attached strings which enabled our dove to
“fly”. Great fun!
We were running rather late so unfortunately there was not sufficient time to
read our prayer cards – but we knew we will have more experience next time.
I was really more of a spectator and cleaner but i really enjoyed being able to
share in this new venture and I look forward to the next Messy Church.
Our thanks and admirations go to Sarah for her time, her energy and her
ebullience. It was well done indeed.
Jenny Thompson

Upton
Church Contact: Mrs Julie Barrow 01427 838729
Here I am, it's Tuesday 13th May and I am sitting here thinking about our
Sunday service two days ago. Sunday morning turned out to be more than we
usually expect. Our service coincided with the Lincoln Grand Prix cycle race.
You may be thinking ........So what? Well it turned out to be quite an exciting
hour for most of us. John Ramm came to preach, bringing his wife along with
him too. We always enjoy his visits and the message he brings. We were
disappointed that our friends from Willingham didn't come, and it wasn't until
later in the morning, when we got home, that we received a phone message
saying they had tried to get to Chapel but were not allowed onto the main road
because of the cycle race. So, a select group of eight enjoyed the start of the
service with John. After a few minutes the service was interrupted as we found
out that the four cars parked at Chapel needed to be moved as the junior
cyclists were about to come through Upton. So half the congregation,
including John had to go and move their cars. Normal service was quickly
resumed without further problems. John preached a very interesting service on
the good shepherd leading his sheep. He likened us to sheep and tried to show
that God loves us whatever we do and will look for us if we go astray, in the
same way as a shepherd will look after his flock of sheep. At the close of the
service we all were able to leave Chapel and go our separate ways before the
senior cyclists came through the village. We sat in the car at the side of the
main road so that my Dad could see the race. It wasn't long before the motor
cycles and lead cars came and the cyclists came in hot pursuit behind them.
They were followed by the back up teams and it just reminded me of the sheep
following their shepherd. They were all following a safe path through our
village. We spend a lot of our time following behind each other, being lead by
others in all sorts of ways, trusting people to guide us the right way. Wouldn't
it be great if we could all put that same trust in God and have the courage to
follow Him wherever he would take us knowing that He will always take us in
the right direction. I don't always come away from Chapel with so many
thoughts going through my head about the service I've just been to, so I want

to say a huge thank you to John and to the organisers of this year's Grand Prix
event for giving me so much to think about.
Until the next time........may God hold you in the palm of his hand! God bless
from all at Upton.
Jenny Fotheringham

The Mobile Phone vs The Bible
What would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our mobile phone?
What if we carried it around in our purses and pockets?
What is we flipped through it several times a day?
What if we turned back t go get it if we forgot it?
What if we used it to receive messages from the text?
What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it?
What if we gave it to our children as a gift?
What if we used it when we travelled?
What if we used it in case of emergency?
Unlike our mobile, we don’t have to worry about our Bible being ‘disconnected’
because of an unpaid bill. Jesus already paid the bill. In full.
And just think – no dropped calls! God heard them all!
Anon

Be Kind

Just a little bit of kindness
Can go a long, long way,
Just a little bit of tenderness
Can brighten up a day.

Just a bit of praise where it’s deserved
Can bring a happy glow,
Just a hand held out can give some hope
To someone feeling low.
A forgiving word, a handshake,
A pat upon the head,
Can take away a heavy heart
And bring a smile instead.
Just a little bit of kindness
Can go a long, long way
In reflecting the benevolence
God shows us every day!
Helen Steiner Rice

KEYWORD CHALLENGE – PUZZLE PAGE
Below you are looking for ONE WORD which can be used in FRONT of the
others in the row. Have fun and enjoy.
Eg paw, cradle, whiskers, eye = CATS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

BLACK
SCONE
KEY
CAP
NUMBER
COUNTRY
JACKET
PLAN
TROT
TOWN
PROOF
SMOKE
BOX
BLOSSOM
NECK

ROAST
GOAL
MIND
DEEP
SALE
BOW
ENGINER
REPLAY
GLOVE
WRITER
BENEFIT
STITCH
WAGON
STICK
FEED

LUCK
OFF
CARD
HOLE
HOG
CHECK
WORK
GROUP
HOLE
STORY
HOOD
GANG
SAW
PEEL
BANK

HERB
DEAD
STROKE
JERK
WHEAT
PATCH
DERBY
PAINTING
HOUND
TRAIN
MINDER
STORE
STAND
SQUASH
BLONDE
CMS

BIBLICAL BACKGROUNDS- WORDSEARCH
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This month you are travelling to Israel and other lands to
discover 39 BIBLICAL PLACE NAMES. Most of them are as
familiar to us from childhood, as our own local names and on
my own visit to the Holy Land, it gave me both a thrill and a
shock to say “I’m just popping into Tiberius for some
tomatoes”
BUT IF WE DESIRE HIM, HE IS CLOSE AT HAND, FOR
OUR NATIVE COUNTRY IS OUR HOLD LAND. EVERY
PEACEFUL VILLAGE IN OUR LAND MIGHT BE MADE BY
JESU’S PRESENCE, LIKE SWEET BETHANY.
J.T. East.
CMS

OUR BEST FRIENDS - WORDSEARCH - ANSWERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

ALSATIAN
BEAGLE
BLOODHOUND
BORZOI
BOXER
BULLDOG
CHOW
COLLIE
CORGI
DACHSHUND
DALMATION
DOBERMANN
GREAT DANE
GREYHOUND
HUSKY

16. LABRADOR
17. MASTIFF
18. PEKINGESE
19. POINTER
20. POODLE
21. PUG
22. ROTTWEILER
23. SALUKI
24 SETTER
25. SPANIEL
26. TERRIER
27. WHIPPET

FOOD FOR THOUGHT - ANSWERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

BACON AND EGGS
FISH AND CHIPS
BREAD AND BUTTER
LIVER AND ONIONS
CHEESE AND BISCUITS
BANGERS AND MASH
STRAWBERRIES AND CREAM
TOAST AND MARMALADE
STEAK AND KIDNEY
SALT AND PEPPER
JELLY AND CUSTARD
LAMB CHOPS AND MINT SAUCE
ORANGES AND LEMONS
ROAST BEEF AND YORKSHIRE PUDDING
FIVE BARLEY LOAVES AND TWO FISHES

CMS
A note from the editor- please wait for the next issue to find out
answers for puzzles as requests from the Editor will be declined 

MINISTERS
Rev. Andrew Lomax – 01472 851287
Rev. Anne Coates – 01673 843362
Rev. Liz Childs – 01427 610057

CIRCUIT OFFICE
Midge Thomas – Circuit Administrator – 01673 849222
e-mail – woldsandtrent@btconnect.com
Open Tuesdays & Fridays 10-12:00pm

EDITOR
Kathy Mannion
Phone; 01472 851606 (Between 9am-5pm please)
Email; kathy_link@hotmail.co.uk

Please ensure all articles, for inclusion in the
July/August edition, are sent to
Kathy before;
June 15th 2014
Please note any articles received after this date will be not be
included and will be saved for the next issue.

