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Pastoral Letter
Having just marked Remembrance Sunday in November the next few months also offer
us opportunities for reflection and remembering.
In December and the weeks approaching Christmas we reflect once again on the
mystery of the incarnation as we celebrate the birth of Jesus our Saviour. As we
remember, we are also reminded of the significance and hope which was symbolised in
that amazing event.
January gives us the chance to reflect on the past year with its joys and sorrows, but we
also to look forward in anticipation to what 2017 will bring.
In our chapels we renew our covenantal relationship with God again when we
participate in Covenant Services and respond to the demands of being a follower of
Jesus. As we renew our covenant we also look forward with hope and expectation to
where God will lead us as individuals and churches.
February 22nd is World Thinking Day which is celebrated by Guide and Scout
organisations around the world when they think about their ‘sisters and brothers’ in other
countries. Young people in schools are encouraged to reflect in many different
situations, how their actions affect others, how they might learn and move forward.
During the coming months around the circuit we will also have the opportunity to reflect
on what we do in our churches, as we engage in the Healthy Churches programme. What
are we celebrating? How might God be asking us to move forward in the future? It is
good to have various opportunities to remember, reflect and evaluate what has been. We
can rejoice in what has gone well but also consider where we might need to try different
ways of doing things.
Whatever we might be reflecting on in the coming months, it is good to know that God is
with us in our thought processes. Sometimes remembering and reflecting can be a
painful process and can touch us emotionally. Yet the journey of reflection sooner or
later draws us to the present time and to the future. We are reminded and can be assured
of God’s continued presence at all times and the eternal hope he promises for the future.
The words of Timothy Dudley-Smith’s hymn seem very appropriate.
Lord for the years your hand has kept and guided urged and inspired us, cheered us on
our way, sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided. Lord of the years we bring our
thanks today.
Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us, self on the cross and Christ upon the
throne; past put behind us, for the future take us. Lord of our lives to live for Christ
alone
Jesus commissioned the disciples with the words of Matthew 28:20
“….and surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”
Anne Coates

WORDSEARCH-SEEDTIME AND HARVEST-ANSWERS
1. APRICOT
2. BANANA
3. BRAMBLE
4. CHERRY
5. CLEMENTINE
6. DAMSON
7. DATE
8. FIG
9. GRAPE
10. GREENGAGE
11. GUAVA
12. KIWI
13. KUMQUAT
14. LEMON
15. LIME
16. LOGANBERRY
17. LYCHEE
18. MEDLAR
19. MELON
20. MULBERRY

21. NECTARINE
22. ORANGE
23. PAPAYA
24. PEACH
25. PEAR
26/7. PINE/APPLE
28. PLUM
29. POMEGRANATE
30. QUINCE
31. RHUBARB
32. SATSUMA
33. STRAWBERRY
34. TANGERINE
35. TOMATO
36. UGLI

PUZZLE PAGE- LINCOLNSHIRE LINKS
In the puzzles below it helps if you have lived in our beautiful county
for some years. However there are always maps for those new to the
area. Each sentence contains NAMES of TOWNS and VILLAGES in
LINCOLNSHIRE (N and NE included)
There are 31 to find. Good searching!
Eg Monica is torn between pleasure and duty. Answer=Caistor
1. The Prince of Wales, by George, is visiting Mrs Donna Nook
for some homeopathic healing.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE CIRCUIT
Brookenby
Church Contact: Mrs M Nicholls 01472 398364
Caistor
Church Contact: Mrs Bridget Andrew 01652 628586
We had a good turnout for our annual Bright Light Bash held on the 31st
October. There were some new games which were organised by the Youth
Club and were very fun! The informal service held afterwards was well
attended and a lovely way to end the evening. Many thanks to all who helped
make the evening a success.

2. The taxi-cab our next door neighbour ordered was late.
3. Anthea, Glen and their dog Dyke, went to Lincoln fair by
coach.

We also had an enjoyable “Songs of Praise” organised by Mr King where we
were able to choose our favourite hymns to sing. There was a real mix of old
and new hymns and it was a great way to start the day!
Kathy Mannion

4. I use fresh mint in great English lamb meal for dinner.
5. This is the wheelbarrow that Cliff, Ena Prasend and Mavis
Enderby bought old Leake.
6. Do you know how Elton John is? Back on his legs by Monday
we hope.
7. Was that last shilling lent worth much?
8. The cricket club grant Hampshire got was welcome
9. Whilst puffing up the six hills, I passed a man by the well,
whose stutter by then was almost unintelligible.
10. The sweet sound of the harp swelled around the Chapel-St
Leonard’s Vicar listened with joy.
11. Do you know Sir Richard Branston is coming to a place by
Beckingham Palace where David and Posh live.
12. My daughter, Deborah Fenton, went with Jean Derbyshire to
visit Stowe school.
CMS

We would love to see you at our special Christmas events and our regular
activities!
Advent Quiet Space: Wednesday 7th December 2.#-4pm
Coffee and Crafts: Saturday December 17th 10am-12 noon (call in to enjoy
refreshments and try a Christmas craft or two)
Christmas Drama Service: 18th December 10.15am
Carol Service: 18th December 6pm
Family friendly carol service: 24th December 3pm
Christmas Communion: 24th December 11.30pm
Christmas Day Service: 10.15am
Youth Club (in the church Wesley room) for school years 3 (age 7/8) and
above. Wednesdays 6-7.15pm; optional Bible discussion 7.15-8pm.
Worship for all ages: 1st Sunday in the month 10.15am

Our chapel was one of three in our scattered Northumbrian mining village. It was a
small building with a raised platform at one end and a very small balcony at the other.
The platform housed the organ and choir stalls whilst the balcony seating could be
easily converted into long tables for social events; where we ate delicious home-made
bread, biscuits, scones and cakes filled with jam. Behind the platform was the
preacher’s vestry and at the other end of the building, alongside the small entrance and
vestibule, was the steward’s vestry. In this place I learned to sing, to read and recite
aloud and most importantly, to listen. Here I heard the word of God through bible
reading and preaching. I learned to pray and tried to follow the urging of the hymn
writer to “Trust and Obey”.
Sunday School was at two o’clock and evening service at five. I remember sitting in
the back pew with my parents and dozing through the service, stretched out on the long
hard seats.
Our wonderful Sunday School Superintendent encouraged us through the annual
Scripture exam and delighted in our success and soothed our distress when things did
not go quite so well. Sunday School Anniversaries and the Circuit Youth Festivals
brought highlights and challenges to this stage of my life. I will never forget that place
and those people.

News from Faldingworth
Following the closure of Faldingowrth Methodist Chapel, the small group
of people wanted to keep in touch and still have a Methodist presence in the
village.
We meet in the village hall on the first Wednesday of the month from 45pm for cafe style worship. A warm welcome awaits anyone who wishes to
join us.
Christine Waite

Community Carols
Thursday 15th December
6.30pm-7.30pm
Faldingworth Village Hall
Carols & Readings
Activites for all ages
Mince pies & tea/coffee
All Welcome!

There I made the first overt demonstration that I had accepted Jesus Christ as my
personal saviour when, following membership classes, I was received into membership
of the Methodist Church.
The teenage years brought questions and doubts; debates in the Youth Fellowship
‘intellectual discussions’ with student peers once I had left for university; a first job, a
new church, becoming involved in the Youth Club and the Mission Band There were
times when I moved away from my God, but he waited patiently, forgiveness and
salvation, waiting, always waiting.
Marriage, children, career, leading to moves up and down the country, different
churches different groups of people. There was a time of refreshing when through by
now married daughter I encountered the Pentecostal Church in Illinois, USA.
I try to be truly thankful that God has put so many helpers and supports in my way,
ministers, family, friends, people that I have scarcely known but who, looking back
have been there in the right place at the right time. My journey continues, an ordinary
life, an extraordinary saviour. Again in the words of another great hymn writer “all I
have needed thy hand has provided, great is thy faithfulness Lord unto me”.
Glenda Taylor: October 2016

Do you have a testimony that you would like to share with our Circuit? Please email or
post it to the editor before the 1st February

TESTIMONY CORNER
Thank you to Babs Fraser from Caistor who wrote the last Testimony. Can you
guess who this one is written by?

Gainsborough
Church Contact: Mr M Childs
01427 610057
Website: www.gainsboroughmethodist.org.uk
All our groups are busy , with the festive season fast approaching.

A personal journey
“The most important part of our task will be to tell everyone who will listen, that
Jesus is the only answer to the problems that are disturbing the hearts of men and
nations.
We shall have the right to speak because we can tell from our experience that his
light is more powerful than the deepest darkness………How wonderful that the
reality of his presence is greater than the reality of the hell about us.” Betsie ten
Boom

This year all our groups are being invited to make a nativity shoe box scene to
be displayed in church , for our community Christmas service on Sunday 11th
December 3pm .
Also on the same weekend we are holding a Christmas Fair on 10th December
10 – 12 a chance to meet, drink coffee and of course all the delightful
Christmas goodies too. Everyone welcomed.

Betsie ten Boom, sister of author and speaker Corrie ten Boom, died in a Nazi
concentration camp during World War Two.

Below is an article written by Linda Saxilby and Mike page about our
Gainsborough Methodist Church Junior Church.

Although I was born during that war I and my generation have been blessed by not
having personally experienced the horrors that fell upon Betsie and her fellow
human beings.

Michael Page and Linda Saxilby are happy to report that numbers have
steadily risen over the past year, having up to ten children attending on a
Sunday morning. The children seem to enjoy what we do, bible based stories
and films, craft, music, drama, and games, and hopefully we continue to grow
and be a success.

My faith has never been called into account in the way that Betsie describes. My
journey has been a simpler one but it has been filled with ups and downs, the great
joys and deep sadnesses, the rough and the smooth that have been part of an
ordinary life. However I can say that I share with her, in my own way, the
understanding that the Lord Jesus Christ sits at the centre of my life and is there
when I call out in trouble, to be thanked in times of great joy and to be served
throughout the hum drum of usual daily life. I am not always so good at the
‘thanking and serving’ part, but I am working on it!
I cannot pin point a specific Damascus moment. There have been times when I
have felt my God to be close at hand, that “Blessed Assurance” described by the
hymn writer; just as there have been times when I have allowed myself to be
separated from him.
With the wisdom of hindsight I can see a pathway, a journey of faith, peppered
with people, places and events that have influenced and continue to form my
personal relationship with Christ.
Like many others my story begins in Sunday School. I must have been about three
years old when the daughter of my grandparents’ next door neighbour first called
to take me to Sunday school.

Which is fantastic news Praise the lord.
Shona.

Glentham
Church Contact: Mr T Faulkner 01673 818718

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit are all present when believers come together at Glentham
Methodist. My husband, Mark, and I, live in Hemswell Cliff and were
introduced to this small congregation of Christian disciples two years ago,
because of the God Pod that Peter and Jenny Atkinson take to our civil parish of
Hemswell Cliff. Our grandchildren attended the God Pod, and through visiting
there, we found out about the chapel ministry in Glentham. In 2016 we joined
the fellowship officially because we truly find the words of “the grace” lived out
amongst the believers there: love and welcome abounds for people of all ages;
unmerited favour and acceptance is poured out on everyone who comes along;
fellowship is real, and you can truly get to know people there. The Word of God
is believed and preached.
Here is a short report on what Glentham chapel people have been up to in the
Autumn and Winter months of 2016:
October—We enjoyed spending an entire morning together doing a sponsored
cycle ride and walk, as a faith, fund-raiser for the chapel building. We thank the
Lord that £601 pounds were raised.
November-- We came together for 24 hours of fasting and prayer, from a Friday
evening at 6 pm until Saturday at 6 pm, doing the first 12 ½ hours at home but
meeting up as a body of believers from 6.30 am to 6.30 pm for collective prayer
on various topics. A simple soup and roll meal was shared at 6 PM, followed by
worship in music led by VISION music group. This was a challenge we
wondered how we would manage, but together we helped each other to follow
Jesus' call to fast and pray, and were blessed for it. It seemed that we held each
other up, encouraged by each other, just as Aaron and Hur held up Moses' arms
when he grew weary in prayer. (Ex. 17:11)
December—As well as having our own Christmas carol service and worship at
Glentham, we brought the annual Christ-honouring carol service to Hemswell
Cliff, working together with the Reverend Mark Briscoe of the Trent-Cliff Parish
of the Anglican communion. This helped bring out the true meaning of Christ's
coming to folks who don't normally attend church services.
2017 brings new challenges! Glentham believers have a heart for
stimulating each other to love and good deeds, not forsaking the assembling of
themselves together, but encouraging one another. We see the need to witness to
our families, friends, neighbours and strangers, and will be looking for more
ways we can help each other to do so, with God's help. (Heb. 10: 24-25)
Connie Hurd

Upton
Church Contact: Mrs Julie Barrow 01427 838729

Hello to everyone from Upton. Where does the time go? It's hard to believe the year
has almost come to an end. We have had some uplifting and inspiring services during
the last few weeks. Michael Page was unable to take the harvest service for us and
Karen Elvidge stepped in to take a wonderful service for us. It was particularly special
for Patrick and me as most of our family were there including all 5 grandsons.
We have welcomed Ted and Barbara into our Church. They have recently moved from
near Carlisle to Willingham. We are very pleased to have them with us. Ted is an
organist who is willing to help out at services when he can.
Our coffee mornings continue on the second Wednesday of each month, the December
one being on the 14th between 10-30am and 12-00 noon.
In the last magazine I mentioned scarecrows being displayed round the village in
conjunction with the horticultural show. Another great success. So much so that we are
now planning a Community Scarecrow Nativity scene to be on display in the Chapel
garden. We open the display on Saturday 3rd Dec. at 4-00pm, with the singing of
carols followed by refreshments. We are also hoping to have a display of shoebox
nativity scenes in the chapel and schoolroom. We are hoping people of all ages will
have a go at producing one. The chapel will be open on the following days for visitors
to come along and enjoy the displays:- 4th, 9th.10th,11th, 16th,17th,between 4-00pm
and 5-00pm. All children to be accompanied by adults please. On the 18th December
the chapel will be open from 4-00pm, and at 6-00pm there will be a united Carol
Service with coffee and mince pies at the close. We look forward to seeing you at any
of these times.
It's time to close for now so we at Upton would like to wish you good health,
happiness, love and peace as we quickly approach Christmas.
God Bless until the next time!!

Jenny Fotheringham

North Kelsey
Church Contact: Mrs M Thomas 01652 678365

Men’s Breakfast
th

I do hope that some of you will be able to join us on Saturday 26
November for our annual ‘With Christmas in Mind’ event – so hoping that
our Link may have reached most of us by then!
Only a few weeks to go now and then it will be our Circuit Advent Service
which is, as I write, still at the planning stage. How fast the days pass as we
look forward to this special time in the church calendar and in our busy
lives.
Louise, our superintendent minister, has suggested that we might use hymn
165 in Singing The Faith as our weekly litany through Advent. It is set to
one of my favourite hymn tunes, Angel Voices, so I’m hoping that we will
use the idea at NKMC.
Last year I mentioned hymn 706 , which Sarah introduced us to – and is
worth repeating. It is written by Bernadette Farrell and the chorus is ‘Christ, be our light! Shine in our heart. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light ! Shine in your Church gathered today.’ May the words
help us to show others that there is a way through the darker days of winter
and all that is happening around our world.
Let us hope that we all see Christ’s light shining wherever we are in the
weeks ahead.
Blessings from us all at North Kelsey
Midge

10th December, 14th January & 11th February
9am at The Crown, Glentham
Please contact Peter Atkinson to book.
All welcome

Sugar & Spice
21st January and 18th February (no meeting in December)
9.30am at The Willows, Glentham
Come along for a coffee and a chat
All Ladies Welcome

Carols round the Christmas
Tree
Followed by
Nativity Service
Saturday 10th December
4pm
At Hemswell Cliff

Nettleton

Lea
Church Contact: Mrs M Lilley

Church Contact: Mrs Jean Field 01472 852056

01427 615933

Village Guild
Thursday 15th December
2.15pm
Members Christmas Event
Village Guild
Thursday 19th January
Members Annual Lunch
At
The Ferry House
Village Guild
Thursday 16th February
2.15pm
Sue Faull - Handbells
Marton
Church Contact: Mrs D Kitchinson 01427 718634

Our Harvest Service was led by Mr Mervyn White from Scunthorpe who gave us
things to think about later. The harvest Praise and Auction was led by David King,
Reading and Message by Rev. Sarah Parkin and the soloist was Louis King. After
the Praise section of the evening, Louis became our auctioneer and managed to raise
nearly £140, we had further donations which took the total to £150. This amount has
been sent to Lincolnshire Rural Support Network, an organisation which helps
farmers in Lincolnshire.
The Macmillan Coffee Morning got off to a slow start, but improved as the sun
came out. The cake stall did a roaring trade and the raffle with its lovely prizes was
kept busy selling tickets. The fellowship was good over the coffee and cakes and
enjoyed by all.
Prize winners were delighted with their wins. When the cash was counted we had
made £455 for this very worthy cause.
Thank you to all who provided goodies and to all our guests who attended on the
day.
Monthly Coffee Mornings:
February 4th 10.30am-12 noon
March 4th 10.30am-12 noon
May we all wish you all a Peaceful Christmas and a very Blessed New Year
from Nettleton.
Jean Field

Garden Party
Having prayed earnestly for good weather and the support of friends for the garden
party held on the 29th August, the prayers were answered, the rain kept away and a
very big thank you to the support given and also to the 4 helpers who worked hard
to make it a success.
We raised £370 for the colostomy/bowel cancer charity.
Thanks to all who came and gave the support needed.
Joyce Smith

Walk to Emmaus
Some of you may have heard of the Walk to Emmaus. Some may have heard
rumours. Probably for most of you it will mean Luke chapter 24 verses 13 to 35.
The Walk to Emmaus is not a physical walk or hike so you don’t need any
walking boots and you don’t need to be very fit, although there is short walk
from where you stay to the restaurant about 300 yds away.
The Walk to Emmaus is your own spiritual walk with God which is guided by a
team of helpers. It is unique to each one of us as we all have different relations
with God and Jesus Christ. The aim is to bring you personally closer to God and
Jesus Christ. I did my Walk to Emmaus last year and this year I am hoping to be
one of the team of helpers.

Misterton
Church Contact: Mr S Bilton

01427 810866

Regular meetings are:
Womens’ Fellowship
1 and 3rd Wednesdays from 2pm.
st

Drop-in Coffee Group
Thursdays 10-11am
Lunches at Swallow Court-Thursdays

The Walks are split into separate ones for ladies and gentlemen. The one for the
ladies is being held at Cliff College in Derbyshire from Friday evening 28th
April 2017 to Monday evening 1st May 2017. The cost is £220 which covers
accommodation, food, drinks and all materials that you will need. All you need
to bring is an open mind and a willingness to walk with God wherever that may
take you.
I would ask you to pray about this and decide whether this Walk is something
you think God is asking you to do. You need a sponsor who has already
completed the Walk. Your sponsor will assist with getting you to Cliff College.
If you don’t know anyone or would like more information please get in touch
with me, my email address and phone number are at the bottom.
Here in Market Rasen and in other parts of the Wolds and Trent Circuit we have
groups that have done the Walk and are there to provide support for you before,
during and after your Walk.
The aim is to hold a Walk each year so even if the time is not right for you now
it may be right in the future. A gentlemen’s Walk is being planned for later in
2017.
Jo Johnston (Market Rasen Methodist Church)
Email: ladythiang@aol.com Phone no: 07711395237

Middle Rasen Methodist Church
On Saturday 10th December we will be holding
our exhibition of Nativity Crib-sets in the
chapel between 10.00am - 12.00pm. In the past
we had a variety of nativity sets on display,
reminding us of the real meaning of Christmas.
If anyone has a crib set, they would like to add
to the display, please contact me or one of the
stewards.
Tea, coffee & mince pies are also on offer.
Anne Coates

Market Rasen
Church Contact: Mr Geoff Taylor
glta332@yahoo.co.uk

Middle Rasen
01673 843939

Church Councils, end of year accounts, Circuit meetings, safeguarding courses, stewards
rotas……..all very necessary and important administrative, dare we say, bureaucratic
events in our crowded church calendars, but we do have to remember in all of this, what
business we are in. We are in the business of spreading the gospel of Christ and
reaffirming the values of His kingdom.

Church Contact: Mrs Moira Nicholls
01673 849129
We have had a busy summer and, as autumn approaches, the Women's Own has begun
again after the summer break, as has The Guild - both looked forward to and visitors are
always welcome.

We have had our Harvest Festival and entertainment and Harvest Supper. Donations from
the Harvest Festival were donated to The Nomad Trust - a charity that supports the
A little story to remind us all of the necessity to come to the Lord and to keep coming to
Him……..A man went into a barbershop for a haircut. While he was sitting in the chair as homeless in Lincoln.
the barber began his work, he took out a bible and began reading. The barber was curious
We have been delighted to welcome two more members to our Chapel making six this
but he didn’t interrupt his client with the usual barbershop chitchat until he had finished.
year. Middle Rasen is a very happy, thriving Chapel and continues to grow. The only
He completed the job and asked his client if he was satisfied with the haircut and the man
pity is that we have no children, although we do have child visitors from time to time
said he was and prepared to leave. As he was leaving, the barber couldn’t resist it and
which is lovely. We have two or three dedicated members who are always on hand to take
said, “I noticed you were reading a bible. I don’t believe any of that stuff you know”.
the children in to the School Room and have a Sunday School there, however young they
are - that is, if they are not too shy to leave their parents!
“Oh, said, the man, “why not?”
“Well, if God existed, there wouldn’t be any disasters, and wars and all the pain and
suffering in the world. Why would a so-called all-powerful and loving God allow all that On several Tuesday afternoons, members have met together 'Delving into Daniel' similar
to the 'Life and Times of Jonah' previously.
stuff? No, I don’t believe God exists”.
The man thought for a while. As a Christian, he had heard this argument so many times,
so he sighed, thanked the barber, paid him and left.
Once outside the shop, he paused and looked around. He happened to notice a young man,
of hippy appearance, well tattooed, with long hair, etc., standing on the other side of the
road. A thought occurred to him…..
He walked across to the young man and asked him if he wouldn’t mind doing him a
favour. He asked if he would join him in returning to the barber shop he had just left.
The young man was curious but polite and he agreed to do just that.
The two walked back into the shop. The barber noticed that his recent client had returned,
and, thinking perhaps there was a complaint coming, he asked if anything was wrong.
“No,” said our friend, “but I just thought I’d tell you that I don’t believe barbers exist.”
“What on earth do you mean? Of course we exist. I’m a barber aren’t I, as you well
know.”
“Well,” said our friend, “surely if barbers existed, young men like this wouldn’t be
walking the streets with uncut, long hair like my friend here has.”
“That’s not the fault of barbers,” said the barber, “we exist all right, as you can see, it’s
just that some people don’t come to us.”
“Exactly,” replied the man. “God exists all right. It’s just that some people don’t come to
Him.”
Geoff Taylor

The Women's Own have visited the local care homes to sing Harvest hymns as we did last
Christmas and Easter singing appropriate hymns then. We enjoy the singing and so do our
elderly and vulnerable friends. They like to join in. We are all looking forward to
returning to these homes in December to sing Carols at Christmas.
Women's Own celebrated 75 years in October with special anniversary celebrations - two
services on 2nd October led by the Rev Sue Wilkins (Horncastle) in the morning and Ms
Cynthia Bunch in the evening. On Wednesday 5th October, Rev Sarah Parkin entertained
us - on a large sheet of paper we wrote what the Women's Own meant to us and what it
was all about. It is now displayed on the School Room wall for all to see.
In conclusion, Middle Rasen Chapel wish everyone in the Circuit (and beyond) a very
happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year.
Liz Margrave

