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Pastoral Letter
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness - on them light has shined. … For a child has been born
for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne
of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. (Isaiah 9: 2, & 6-7a
(NRSV)

Our new format Link magazine covers a busy period in the Church year: it
begins with Advent, takes us through Christmas and Epiphany and then
onwards into Lent. And to that, as Methodists of the Wold & Trent Circuit, we
also add farewells to Liz, welcomes for the Rev Louise Carr and Covenant
services, as well as all of our other regular worship and activities.
The busyness of life can be challenging and for some, at times, overwhelming –
it can make life feel very dark: feelings which are not helped by the shorter days
we experience at this time of year. Yet we are people who live in the light – the
light of Christ, so let’s not lose sight of that amidst the busyness. Both Advent
and Lent are traditionally times of preparation, prayer and patient (but active)
anticipation – let’s make time to celebrate all these seasons fully and faithfully
and in so doing, I pray that we will recapture what it means to be people of the
light and thereby find ourselves better prepared, and more eager to share,
Christ’s love with the world.
Sarah

NEWS FROM AROUND THE CIRCUIT
Brookenby
Church Contact: Mrs M Nicholls 01472 398364
Caistor
Church Contact: Mrs Bridget Andrew 01652 628586
As I write this article I am bathed in both the euphoria of the Bright Light Bash
and the excitement of the forthcoming events in and connected with our
Church, knowing that with God as our focus the future is ‘Enlightening’
I’ve written over several years of the rewards of staging a Light Party, this year
was no exception. For me the lasting impressions of Bright Light Bash 2015
were the importance of prayer and necessity of fellowship. Our main worship
area is designated for prayer and meditation, symbol that prayer is covering us;
this year the focus was on Syria and the plight of refugees. Prayer is always
part of preparations and as we dedicated the event to the Lord we could hear
the excited chatter of children waiting outside, a moving backdrop. The
lighted prayer candles at the end of the evening reflected their importance to
the people who took part in the service. Whilst we were setting up one
thoughtful member of the team produced drinks and cakes for the ‘workers’.
The chatter and banter during that break suddenly made me realise that when
all the God-given talents and gifts of our Church family combine in fellowship
anything is possible.
However, we now have to refocus our thoughts on another new venture,
equally exciting. One of the Circuit Youth Workers, Gareth is proposing to
start an evening youth Club at our Church. We have been conscious for a
while of the need to enhance our youth work so Gareth’s proposal is an answer
to prayer. The possibilities are endless; it is easy to get carried away. So
please pray with us that Gareth’s work which has firm foundations bears fruit
and touches the lives of the young people he meets. Watch this space!
This year our Church family and community will celebrate Advent and
Christmas together in a variety of activities. A welcome is open to everyone.

At the last Church Council meeting it was agreed that we need a new notice
board. Our old one had served us well but is beyond economic repair.
Hardly earth shattering ....or is it? The community of Caistor need to know
who we are, where we are and what we do. The board needs to present a
bold, clear, welcoming message; broken, faded, neglected just won’t do.
But just as we need a professional to renew that wooden structure so we
need our Master Carpenter in our lives to continually uplift and renew us.
Jesus, Light of the World fill us this Christmastide and beyond.
Judith Collinson
Caistor Dates for your Diary:
5 December

10.00

Bible Society Coffee Morning in the
Schoolroom
12 December 10.00 – 12.00
Coffee, Cribs, Carols and Crafts morning
Lettered stars are being hung around Caistor. Work out their message and claim
your prize. Proceeds to Action for Children
4.00
Tea and Carols in Schoolroom
13 December 10.15
Sunday School Prize giving and Family
Service
6.00
Carol Singing around Caistor
16 December 12.00
Luncheon Club Christmas Lunch
19 December 6.00
Male Voice Choir Concert in Parish
Church
20 December 10.15
Christmas Drama Service
6.00
Joint Carol Service at Parish Church
24 December 6.00
Christmas Eve All-Age Worship by
candlelight
25 December 10.15
Christmas Day Family Service
Please join in the celebration of Christ’s
birth
Christmas Day Lunch in Schoolroom
On your own this Christmas, or know
some-one who is? We will be delighted
for you to join us. Ask Sarah or a steward
for details
9th January
Church Family new Year Party
17 January
10.15
Covenant Service followed by Faith
Lunch

Gainsborough
Church Contact: Mr M Childs

01427 610057

It is inevitable that we take some time to look back at what has happened in
October, and will have happened in November, before we look to the future.
Rev. Keith Lackenby returned for our Harvest Festival on 4 th October, and
Norma accompanied him. It was good to see Keith again, and we do still
occasionally see Norma, when she is able to be our musician. People were
very generous in their gifts to the Gainsborough Food Bank. On 17th October
the Jazz Concert, organised by Steve Underwood, was well attended and
enjoyed. Not only that but also some money was raised. It was a delight on
25th October to share in Enid and Lionel Burrell’s renewal of vows after 60
years of marriage.
In November the major event is the Church Anniversary. On Saturday 14th
November the ‘Fiddle Club’ will be giving a concert in the evening at
7.00pm, an annual event to display the musical talents of young and old.
Then on 15th November, we have our Anniversary service, when the preacher
is Rev. Dr David Perry, and that is followed by a lunch in the ‘upstairs room’.
Then for the future.
During Christmas time we have the following events:
Saturday Dec 12th – Bazaar 10 until 12.
Sunday Dec 13th – Community Carol and Toy Service 2.30pm (no morning
service).
Saturday Dec 19th – Rev. Liz Childs’ farewell 2.00pm, preacher Rev. Dr
David Perry.
Sunday Dec 20th – Carol Service at 10.30am, led by Dennis Lockwood.
Thursday Dec 24th - Communion at 6.00pm, led by Liz.
Friday
Dec 25th – Family celebration 10.00am, led by Liz.
Rev. Louise Carr’s welcome service is advertised elsewhere, but we look
forward to a whole circuit event at 10.30am on Sunday 3rd January 2016 and another year begins.
We really do praise God for all that is past, and we really do trust him for all
that’s to come.

Glentham
Church Contact: Mr T Faulkner 01673 818718
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and looking forward to another great
new year!!!! Looking back over the past year we praise and thank God for every
new contact on the GodPod and at Chapel and pray for new opportunities to
share God's love in 2016. Watch this space!!!!
Jenny & Peter

Hemswell Cliff Christmas Event
Saturday
12th December
4pm—Carols around the Christmas Tree
4:30pm—hot drink & mince pies in the School Hall
5:00pm—Nativity
Service
5:45pm—Refreshments

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 12th December
9th January
13th February
9am at The Crown, Glentham

Sugar & Spice
(Not meeting in December)
Saturday 16th January &
20th February
9.30am at The Willows, Glentham
Come along for a coffee and a chat
All Ladies Welcome

Lea
Church Contact: Mrs M Lilley

01427 615933

Sunday 29th November
Prelude to Christmas
With the Willingham Band
3pm
Tea & Mince Pies
Everyone Welcome
Thursday 17th December
Village Guild
2.15pm
Members Christmas Event
Thursday 21st January
Guild Annual Lunch
At The Fox and Hounds, Willingham
Thursday 18th February
Village Guild
2.15pm
Speaker: Paul Howitt-Cowan
Subject: Small Treasures

Marton
Church Contact: Mrs D Kitchinson 01427 718634

Our Carol Service will be on
December 20th
6pm
Tea/Coffee and mince pies to follow
All are welcome to join us
NO SERVICE ON DECEMBER 27TH
Coffee Mornings
NO COFFEE MORNING IN DECEMBER
Next ones are:
Wednesday January 27th and
Wednesday February 26th
10am – 12 noon
All Welcome
Christmas Greetings and all good wishes for a Happy and Peaceful New Year
from all the friends at Marton.

Rev. Liz Childs retires on 31st December 2015. There will be a celebration
service of her ministry at 2.00pm on Saturday 19th December at
Gainsborough Methodist Church. The preacher will be Rev. Dr David
Perry.
Afterwards there will be a buffet tea. If you are coming it would be helpful,
for catering purposes, if you let Enid Burrell know – but come even if you
don’t let her know! enid.burrell935@btinternet.com or on 01427
615814.

Church Contact: M
glt

Market Rasen
Church Contact: Mr Geoff Taylor
glta332@yahoo.co.uk

01673 843939

Sunday services: 10.45am. Monthly evening service: 6.00pm. Weekday
communion: one a month (usually Thursday): 11.00am. Weekday events
and other activities – see monthly bulletin.
Love, joy and hope to all our friends in the circuit from Market Rasen
Our bible study group (formerly known as the Book Club) continues to
flourish with up to 10 students meeting at least once fortnightly. The other
night we took time out from studying the letter of James (he is a stern
taskmaster, reminding us of the need for discipline within ourselves and our
churches) and checked out some “common misconceptions” in our knowledge
of the bible. We found ourselves thumbing through our bible with
enthusiasm, learning a little more about where exactly the books are and
humbly realising as we did so that we weren’t as knowledgeable as we
thought!
Perhaps, as the long winter nights draw nearer, our readers may try out the
following as a devout diversion? So here we go……
1. Why were Adam and Eve expelled from the Garden of Eden? (The
answer is not that they ate the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good
and evil). Look at Genesis 3:22-23.
2. What was the fruit they ate?
3. How many children did they have? (Look at Genesis 5:4)
4. How did God answer Cain’s question: “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
5. “The animals went in two by two”. Did they? (Genesis7: 2-3)
6. Jonah and the whale. What whale? (Find the book of Jonah and
check it out)
7. Who cut off Samson’s hair? (In which book of the bible will you find
the answer?)
8. How many wise men visited the baby Jesus and where did they visit
him? The answer may surprise you. (Matthew 2:11)
9. Did Mary travel to Bethlehem on a donkey?
10. Was the apostle Peter married? (The answer is in 1 Corinthians
chapter 9. Who is Cephas?)
And now, some questions about the Bible: answers on last page.
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What is the oldest book in the bible?
What is the oldest book in the new testament?
Which is the shortest book in the bible? Which is the longest?
When was the first translation of the bible in English?
Which book of the bible does not mention God?

And finally…….? Who is the shortest man in the bible? (Hint… there is
some debate about this)

Answers to questions on Market Rasen Chapel’s page:
Answers to Bible questions a) to e):
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Probably Job
James
2 John
1382 by John Wycliffe
Esther

Shortest man in the bible? Nehemaiah (Knee-high Miah) or Bilbad the
Shuhite (Shoe height).

Middle Rasen
Church Contact: Mrs Moira Nicholls 01673 849129
It is going to be strange only writing four times a year now! News will be old or
far ahead!
Over the last few weeks, Women’s Own has got into full swing with the
Rev. David Newlove taking the first meeting, followed by a Members’ day when
the speaker was unable to attend. Members talked about happy and memorable
times in their lives. Then Eileen Mosey of Coxhill gave us a talk on her family’s
involvement and the help they gave to the Maasai Mara School in Kenya, which
was most interesting. The next meeting was Women’s Own Harvest Supper. This
was then followed by one of our own Church family talking to us about being a
coeliac, where you are unable to eat foods containing gluten without being ill. She
has a strong Christian belief which helps her on her way. Then Mrs Ann Ward of
the Salvation Army came to talk to us. Next, it was Women’s Own Anniversary
Rally led by the Rev. Ann, where members provided a lovely tea. On the previous
Sunday, Mrs K Marr took the rally service. She said going to church was like
visiting a garage to fill up with petrol – we renewed our faith and filled up with
friendship and fellowship. She said people need people and people need to be
needed. It gives us a feeling of self-worth and comfort. Mrs Marr gave the story of
the paralysed man whose friends let him down through the roof of the house where
Jesus was. They went to extreme lengths to get the man there. How can we
remove the barriers to see Jesus? We can walk away from Jesus but He won’t
walk away from us! She said – love your neighbour as yourselves and look out for
one another. Be a good example.
The Guild began again on 14th October with a talk and illustration on the
Rasen Catholic Church and its’ origins at Osgodby. (At the same time, it is not
generally known that West Rasen was once a Roman Catholic enclave with its’
own chapel and school – now the Village Hall).
This last week we had a demonstration on making a circular wreath of
fresh flowers and leaves. Next week, we are going to the Haven at Grimsby as we
do every year. They always entertain us beautifully and give us a lovely meal
afterwards, so you can see our ‘social life’ is very varied!

We had a lovely Harvest Festival on 19th and 20th September with the
excellent ‘home grown’ concert afterwards on the Saturday. As usual, the
harvest table was groaning with fresh and tinned foods etc. – all suitable for the
homeless of the Nomad Trust at Lincoln. Rev. Bruce Thompson (District
Chair) took the service. He said Jews’ Sunday was the last day of the week.
Our Sunday is the first day of the week and God said to rest on the seventh
day. It is the best day of the week. The Sabbath is like a festival for the Jews.
It is a time to look back on the previous week and remember with gratitude all
the things that God has done for us. We become refreshed. Take festivals out
and the year is meaningless!
On 18th October we had an evening service with a difference. It was
led by Rev. Ann and Rev. David Post – a joint Methodist/Anglican service of
healing and wholeness. It took the form of a quieter, reflective service with the
opportunity for individual prayer and prayer for others.
Twice recently the ladies of the Women’s Own have visited local care
homes and sung harvest hymns – we enjoyed it and so did the residents who
joined in. We hope to go again at Christmas to sing carols.
On 18th October we had an evening service with a difference. It was
led by Rev. Ann and Rev. David Post – a joint Methodist/Anglican service of
healing and wholeness. It took the form of a quieter, reflective service with the
opportunity for individual prayer and prayer for others.
Twice recently the ladies of the Women’s Own have visited local care
homes and sung harvest hymns – we enjoyed it and so did the residents who
joined in. We hope to go again at Christmas to sing carols.
On Saturday 28th November at 7pm Middle Rasen Methodist Church is
being entertained by Caistor District Male Voice Choir with a buffet supper to
follow. All are very welcome.
Whatever happens in the next few months as we approach Christmas, keep in
mind that different roads often lead to beautiful destinations. All things work
together for Good to those who love God!
Liz Margrave

Misterton
Church Contact: Mr S Bilton

01427 810866

Regular meetings are:
Womens’ Fellowship
st

1 and 3rd Wednesdays from 2pm.

Drop-in Coffee Group
Thursdays 10-11am

Display of Nativity Sets
At Misterton Church on Christmas Eve

Start your Christmas celebrations with carols, coffee and mince
pies as you guess the country of origin of some of the displays. If
you want to add your own nativity set to the display come along a
little earlier.
Display open for viewing 2-4pm

North Kelsey
Church Contact: Mrs M Thomas 01652 678365
Hope some of you will be able to join us on Saturday 28th November for our
annual ‘With Christmas in Mind’ event – guess that our Link will have
reached most of us by then. Only a few weeks to go now and then the
following day it will be our Circuit Advent Service and it was also a few
fleeting weeks ago when a group of us met to plan it ! How fast the days are
passing as we look forward to this special time in the church calendar and in
our busy lives.
One of the hymns chosen for the service was also the choice of Sarah for our
service last weekend. It is number 706 in Singing the Faith and one of the
lovely hymns written by Bernadette Farrell. The chorus is ‘Christ, be our
light! Shine in our heart. Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light !
Shine in your Church gathered today.’ Let us hope that we all see Christ’s
light shining wherever we are in the weeks ahead.
Blessings from us all at North Kelsey
Midge

Nettleton
Church Contact: Mrs Jean Field 01472 852056
A very Blessed Christmas and a Peaceful New Year to all our friends and
around the Circuit.
BIG SHAVE:
Brian had his head shaved and raised £1100 for Macmillan Cancer Support.
Thank you to all who helped him reach this amount.
MACMILLAN BIG COFFEE MORNING in October raised £506 for
Macmillan so thank you to all who helped in any way on that day.
No monthly coffee morning in December or January.
Advance notice: March 5th Soup and Sweet Lunch-full details in next Link.
We look forward to seeing you all on Saturday 5th December at the
Bazaar.
Jean Field

Nettleton Joint Churches Christmas
Bazaar
December 5th
2pm-4pm
Nettleton Village Hall, Moortown Road, Nettleton
Cake & Produce Stall – Christmas Gift Stall – Bottle Stall
Vintage Jewellery & Home-made chocolates -- Tombola
Goods as New Stall – Guess the weight of the Christmas Pudding etc
Refreshmants available all afternoon

Upton
Church Contact: Mrs Julie Barrow 01427 838729
Fundraising for the Nomad Trust
Many thanks to all of you who have continued to help raise money for the
Nomad Trust. Over the last three months, since passing the £2500 mark, I
am very pleased to inform you that we have now raised a further £85.19
since the end of July 2015. This brings the overall total to £2663.02
Several churches have also sent their harvest gifts to the Nomad Trust, and
all contributors may be interested in this extract from the summer
newsletter:
“Around 16,000 meals a year, including breakfast and supper are prepared
and served, 7 days a week at the Nomad Trust Night Shelter on Monks
Road by our cook Jane. This is all made possible by the generosity of
Lincoln Cathedral and many other churches in the area… Without your
help we would not be able to fulfil this role and provide the much needed
support to the homeless and in needy.
These donations also enable the Shelter to provide basic household starter
packs, such as cutlery, pots, pans and food packs to those moving on from
the shelter into the YMCA and other accommodation. Personal items such
as soaps, shower gels, razors, deodorants and washing powder are also
very much appreciated. There is nothing better than a hot shower and cup
of tea to lift anyone’s spirits on a cold winter’s night.”
My apologies for not sending out details about individual collections any
more. However, I will try to pass on some information when I am planned
at your church. You are also very welcome to ask me.
If you wish to join in fundraising for Nomad using the collection box
scheme, or have not been able to pick up a box at your church, please
contact me on 01673 842391, or email ianh1910@gmail.com .

Ian Hardcastle

TESTIMONY CORNER
I hope you are enjoying this new format for the Link.
The Circuit Leadership Team, at their Vision Day in October suggested this
Testimony Corner, giving people the opportunity to share their testimony and to
encourage one another as we hear such stories of growing in faith.
So as this is my last contribution to the Link, it seemed appropriate for me to
write the first one.
Brought up in the Church of England, going through SS and Youth Fellowship I
had a somewhat superstitious faith. If I didn't do as my elders and betters taught
me I was in danger of God sending a thunderbolt! At the age of about 14 I went
to a Christian Union holiday and met there a girl a little older who had
something I wanted - a 'genuine kindness' perhaps described it. It dawned on me
that what she had was Jesus in her life and so I gave my life to Jesus. Not sure I
turned into the person I wanted to be but it was certainly a start.
I went to University to study theology and then taught RE in secondary
education.
When I entered University I had the misguided view that maybe by the time I
graduated women would be accepted for Anglican ministry - something which
would only happen some twenty plus years later.
Meeting Mike at university I began attending a Methodist church with him and
became a member of the Methodist Church after we were married. Any thought
of ordination well and truly put to bed.
During our time in Lincoln it would be true to say God got hold of me by the
scruff of the neck and rekindled a passionate faith in me culminating in a call to
Local Preaching in 1989 as we moved from Lincoln to Grimsby.
This led to a call to ordained ministry particularly to local ministry in Keelby
where we were living.
With a passion for people to come to know the love of God for themselves,
ministry led me into mission and evangelism, becoming District Mission
Enabler and so to Gainsborough as Circuit Mission Enabler, and in the past two
years circuit minister in Wolds & Trent.
So that's my journey.
I once asked a congregation to pause and think what their life would be like
without Jesus in it. As I reflected on the question I realised I certainly wouldn't
be standing in that pulpit. For not only has God been with me since I gave my
life to Jesus, not only has he called me to step out of my comfort zone and do
things I never dreamt I would be able to do, but he has also equipped me.

A few weeks ago I sat at a concert in one of my churches as the choir sang 'You
Raise Me Up' and I realised that the words summed up my experience of Jesus
in my life.
You raise me up so I can stand on mountains
You raise me up to walk on stormy seas
I am strong when I am on your shoulders
You raise me up to more than I can be.
As I leave circuit ministry my prayer is that each one of us may experience for
ourselves the difference Jesus can make to our lives and realise that difference
will always be for the good, always more fulfilling and always more
challenging than it would be without Him.
God bless you all and thank you for allowing me to minister amongst you - it
has been a privilege.
Liz Childs
If you would like to share your story in this testimony corner, please send it
to the editor.

WORDSEARCH – MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC
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Advent and Christmas are wonderful times to enjoy music,
whether listening or performing. Above can be found 38 STYLES
OF MUSIC for VOICES, INSTRUMENTS or ORCHESTRAS, from
classical to modern.
Whatever your taste, enjoy the great sounds and a HAPPY AND
PEACEFUL NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL from me
Catherine Mary Shacklock
“Angels sing again the song you sang
Bring God’s glory to the heart of Man;
Sing that Bethlehems’s little baby can
Be salvation to the soul.”
Michael Perry

PUZZLE PAGE- CHRISTMAS QUIZ
1. In which ocean does Christmas Island lie?
2. Who was the Roman Emperor whose tax demand sent Mary
and Joseph to Bethleham?
3. According to St. Luke, John the Baptist’s mother was related to
whom?
4. Who wrote the poem “The Journey of the Magi”?
5. How many candles are traditionally on a Christmas wreath?
6. Which great scientist was born on Christmas Day?
7. Whose prayer on seeing the infant Jesus is known as the Nunc
Dimittis?
8. Where did the Holy Family go after leaving Bethlehem?
9. What year did Bing Crosby first record the hit song “White
Christmas”?
10. According to most Churches, when does the season of Advent
begin?
11. Who was the Governor of Syria at the time of Jesus’ birth?
12. What are male turkeys called?
13. What is the name of the angel who saves James Stewart’s life in
the film “Its a Wonderful Life”?
14. Under which sign of the Zodiac would you be if born on
Christmas Day?
15. Where would you find a valve system known as A Christmas
Tree?
CMS

THE JUMBLE SALE - WORDSEARCH ANSWERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

ANORAK
BAG
BELT
BERET
BLAZER
BLOUSE
BOOTS
CAGOULE
CAP
CARDIGAN
FLEECE
GLOVES
HAT
JACKET
JEANS
JERSEY

17. JUMPER
34. SWIM/35. SUIT
18. KILT
36. TIE
19. MACINTOSH
37. TRACKSUIT
20. MITTENS
38. TROUSERS
21. NIGHT/ 22. DRESS
23. PULLOVER
39. VEST
24. PYJAMAS
40. WAIST/41.COAT
25. SCARF
26. SHIRT
27. SHOES
28. SHORTS
29. SKIRT
30. SLIP/31. PERS
32. SOCKS
33. SWEATER

PERFECT PARTNERS –PUZZLE PAGE ANSWERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

ROMEO AND JULIET
TORVILL AND DEAN
MORECOMBE AND WISE
ADAM AND EVE
MARKS AND SPENCER
TOM AND JERRY
GILBERT AND SULLIVAN
THE TWO RONNIES
JEKYLL AND HYDE
PUNCH AND JUDY
LAUREL AND HARDY
MILLS AND BOON
FORTNUM AND MASON
ROULUS AND REMUS
DARBY JOAN
CMS

A note from the editor- please wait for the next issue to find out answers for
puzzles as requests from the Editor will be declined 

MINISTERS
Rev. Anne Coates – 01673 843362
Rev. Liz Childs – 01427 610057
Rev. Sarah Parkin – 01472 851287

CIRCUIT OFFICE
Midge Thomas – Circuit Administrator – 01673 849222
e-mail – woldsandtrent@btconnect.com
Open Tuesdays & Fridays 10-12:00pm

EDITOR
Kathy Mannion
11 Rawlinson Avenue, Caistor, LN7 6NQ
Phone; 01472 851606 (Between 9am-5pm please)
Email; kathy_link@hotmail.co.uk
Please ensure all articles, for inclusion in the
March-May edition, are sent to
Kathy before;
February 1ST 2015
Please note any articles received after this date will be not be
included and will be saved for the next issue.

